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flofe  of  Introduction. 


It  was  our  thought  to  observe  the  semi-centennial  with- 
out having  anything  published,  other  than  a passing  notice 
by  the  press.  But  repeated  requests  from  many  who  were 
present,  and  from  some  who  were  unable  to  come,  led  to  the 
appointment  of  a committee  to  collect  the  material  and  ar- 
range for  its  publication  in  the  form  of  a book.  After 
considerable  delay,  we  are  glad  to  send  forth  this  little 
memento.  We  hope  that  its  reception  now,  and  in  the 
years  to  come,  may  serve  as  a hearty  approval  of  this  action. 

By  order  of  the  Consistorv, 

ISAAC  SPERLING, 

R.  BARCLAY  LITTLE, 
JOHN  L.  VAN  DYKE. 

Committee. 


November,  1900. 


<iAn  6x-Pasfor’s  Comment. 

From  the  Christian  Intelligencer  of  June  13,  1900: 

“Nestled  in  a lovely  valley,  with  the  South  Branch 
River  flowing  through  it,  the  rich  meadow  lands  stretching 
beyond,  and  the  hills  surrounding  it  all,  is  the  charming 
village  of  South  Branch,  N.  J.  In  the  centre  of  this  village 
is  the  Reformed  Church,  the  life,  the  light,  and  the  power 
of  the  village  life.  x\s  we  look  upon  church  and  village, 
we  all  exclaim:  ‘Beautiful  for  situation/  On  Tuesday, 

May  29,  1900,  this  church  celebrated  its  fiftieth  anniversary. 
The  day  was  perfect;  the  people  from  far  and  near  came  to 
celebrate  this  joyous  occasion.  At  both  the  morning  and 
afternoon  sessions  the  church  was  filled  to  its  utmost  ca- 
pacity. Extensive  repairs  had  been  made  previous  to  this 
occasion.  The  old  pews  had  been  removed,  and  new  ones 
of  beautiful  design  had  taken  their  place.  All  were  uphol- 
stered in  olive  green  which,  together  with  the  decorated 
walls,  give  the  church  a beautiful  appearance.” 

Introduction  to  an  article  by  the  senior  ex-pastor,  the 
Rev.  William  E.  Davis. 


©rder  of  Service. 


The  morning  service  opened  with  singing  by  the  choir 
of  an  anthem,  entitled  “Praise  the  Lord.”  The  Scripture 
lesson  from  Psalm  122  was  read  by  the  Rev.  James  Le- 
Fevre,  D.  D.,  of  Middlebush,  who  also  invoked  the  Divine 
presence  and  blessing. 

Prater  ffye  l^e\).  parties  be  peOre,  D.  D. 

Holy,  Holy,  Holy  Lord,  God  Almighty,  who  art,  and 
wast,  and  art  to  come;  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  Thy  glory! 
Thine,  O Lord,  is  the  greatness,  and  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  and  the  victory,  and  the  majesty;  for  all  that  is  in 
Heaven  and  in  the  earth  is  Thine.  Now,  therefore,  we 
thank  Thee,  O God,  and  praise  Thy  glorious  name. 

O Lord,  God  of  Israel,  there  is  no  God  like  Thee  in  the 
Heaven,  nor  in  the  earth;  which  keepest  covenant  and 
showeth  mercy  unto  Thy  servants  that  walk  before  Thee 
with  all  their  hearts.  O God  of  Abraham  and  of  Isaac, 
and  of  Jacob,  the  Covenant  God  of  believing  parents  and 
their  children;  under  Thy  gracious  leading  the  fathers  built 
this  house  for  Thy  worship.  Here  Thy  gospel  has  been 
preached  for  half  a century  by  faithful  men  of  God,  whose 
labors  here  have  been  blessed  by  preparing  many  souls  for 
Thy  service  and  Thy  glory.  Great  Head  of  the  church, 
we  thank  Thee  for  the  history  of  this  church. 

And  in  these  recent  days  the  children  have  risen  up  to 
refurnish  and  to  beautify  this  temple  of  their  Lord.  For 
their  willing  and  liberal  offerings,  and  for  the  success  of 
their  work  we  devoutly  praise  Thy  holy  name. 
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Dear  Lord,  have  respect  to  the  prayer  of  Thy  servants 
as  they  are  now  assembled  to  consecrate  anew  this  beautiful 
house  to  be  Thine  own.  Arise,  O Lord,  into  Thy  rest. 
Thou  and  the  ark  of  Thy  strength.  Let  Thy  priests  be 
clothed  with  righteousness,  and  let  Thy  people  shout  for 
joy.  Put  Thy  name  in  this  place.  Sanctify  it  by  Thy 
presence  and  Thy  constant  abiding.  Give  power  and 
efficacy  to  Thy  gospel  preached  in  it,  and  Thy  sacraments 
administered  in  it.  Let  Thine  eyes  be  opened  towards  it; 
and  hearken  unto  the  supplications  of  Thy  people  when  they 
pray  in  this  place,  and  when  Thou  hearest,  forgive.  And 
from  this  outer  court  of  Thy  holy  sanctuary  bring  Thy 
people  and  their  children  into  the  true  tabernacle  which  the 
Lord  pitched,  and  not  man;  the  heavenly  temple,  of  which 
the  Lord  God  Almighty  and  the  lamb  are  the  light.  We 
ask  and  offer  all  in  the  name  of  Thy  Son,  our  Saviour,  who 
hath  taught  us  to  pray: 

Our  Father,  who  art  in  Heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy 
name,  Thy  kingdom  come,  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it 
is  in  Heaven;  give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,  and  forgive 
us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors,  and  lead  us  not  into 
temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil,  for  Thine  is  the  king- 
dom, and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever,  amen. 

A response  followed,  and  the  pastor  of  the  church  an- 
nounced hymn  172. 

The  congregation  joined  in  singing,  after  which  the 
historical  discourse  was  given. 


historical  Discourse  ffye  l^eO.  Isaac  Sperling. 

It  is  written  in  the  Book  of  Leviticus  25:11:  “A  Ju- 

bilee shall  that  Fiftieth  Year  be  unto  You.” 

To  Israel  of  old  the  injunction  was  to  “hallow  the  fif- 
tieth year/’  and  to  so  set  it  apart  as  to  distinguish  it  by  great 
rejoicing  and  praise. 

Believing  in  Him  who  has  ever  been  leading  Israel 
“like  a flock,”  and  devising  things  for  her  eternal  enjoy- 
ment, we  deem  it  meet  for  us,  as  sharers  in  the  blessings 
of  the  covenant,  and  inheritors  of  the  promises,  to  regard 
the  50th  year  of  the  life  of  our  church,  as  furnishing  an  oc- 
casion of  unusual  rejoicing  and  thanksgiving.  There  are 
good  reasons  why  we  should  gather  here  to-day  and  engage 
in  such  services  as  to  bring  before  our  minds  something  of 
the  history  of  this  organization,  and  record  the  love  and 
mercy  and  care  that  have  been  about  our  beloved  Zion 
through  these  fifty  years  of  her  life.  Every  indication  of 
growth  and  prosperity,  every  sign  of  activity  and  spiritual 
health;  every  evidence  of  a thriving  church  that  has  char- 
acterized this  organization  during  any  particular  period,  or 
that  has  marked  it  in  every  year  of  its  existence,  is  due  unto 
Him  who  has  watched  over  it,  and  marked  out  its  course 
from  the  beginning. 

These  years  of  blessing  and  help  and  spiritual  good 
unto  those  who  have  composed  it,  and  taken  part  in  the 
work  of  this  church,  as  well  as  others  to  whom  have  gone 
out  influences  for  godliness  and  eternal  peace,  are,  and  have 
been  of  value  only  so  far  as  the  hand  of  God  has  been  in  this 
enterprise. 

In  His  wisdom  and  the  operations  of  His  grace,  He 
has  been  working  by  and  through  those  who  have  been  in- 
terested here.  He  has  touched  and  guided  the  human 
instrument,  imperfect  though  it  may  have  been. 
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He  has  given  of  His  own  power  and  life  in  order 
that  human  weakness — and  the  little  that  human  efforts 
might  do — could  be  transformed  into  strong  and  abiding 
forces  for  righteousness. 

Because  He  has  loved  us  and  condescended  to  exalt 
us,  there  has  been  formed  and  continued  here  a church  that 
in  its  mission  has  been  reflecting  the  life  of  Christ,  and 
holding  out  to  needy  souls  the  bread  and  water  of  eternal 
^ life.  If  anything  is  said  about  what  has  been  accomplish- 
ed, let  it  be  expressed  out  of  hearts  glad  and  thankful,  and 
also  humble. 

Let  it  be  in  pointing  upward  unto  Him  to  whom  we 
would  give  all  the  glory.  Let  it  be  that  in  the  thinking 
and  saying  of  things  relating  to  this  church,  we  first  of  all 
acknowledge  the  Divine  power  above,  and  in  all  that  has 
come  to  pass,  worthy  of  mention — as  we  enter  into  and  ex- 
perience this  time  of  jubilee. 

There  were  at  the  beginning  of  this  organization — 
and  there  have  been  through  all  of  these  years  since — those 
zealous  and  intensely  interested  in  the  cause  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  and  desirous  of  doing  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  what  would  further  the  welfare  of  the  church;  and 
in  the  use  of  their  gifts  be  a means  of  grace  unto  those  con- 
nected with  it.  They  have  been  desirous  that  the  Gospel 
might  be  proclaimed,  not  only,  but  that  precious  souls 
might  be  led  to  the  Saviour. 

Facts  of  this  nature  are  not  intended,  in  their  repeti- 
tion, to  be  used  in  casting  reflections  upon  any  who  may 
have  been  luke-warm,  or  indifferent  to  the  prime  object  of 
the  church. 

Neither  are  they  to  be  used  in  such  comparisons  as  to 
defeat  the  divine  purpose  in  bringing  them  about. 

Our  Lord  has  brought  to>  us  a gospel  of  peace  and  good 
will.  He  would  ever  have  us  to  cultivate  the  spirit  of  love 
and  brotherly  kindness. 

Out  of  our  perplexities  and  wonderings  at  times  why 
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the  church  does  not  accomplish  more,  He  will  lead  us  into 
larger  visions  of  the  divine  plan,  and  use  our  mistakes 
in  the  furtherance  of  that  which  will  hasten  the  glad  day  of 
salvation. 

Turn  then  to  the  beginnings  of  this  church  to  discover 
how  God’s  hand  was  revealed  in  the  use  and  guidance  of 
human  gifts.  We  will  not  say  that  this  church  began  either 
too  late  or  too  soon. 

We  believe  that  in  starting  and  continuing  unto  this 
day,  it  has  occupied  a period  given  and  appointed  of  God. 

The  time  in  His  wise  providence  came  for  the  people 
of  South  Branch,  or  Branchville,  as  it  was  then  called,  to 
unite  and  take  steps  towards  the  establishment  of  a church 
here. 

These  steps  were  not  taken  hastily  and  without  due  de- 
liberation. They  were  not  taken  without  regard  to  the 
feelings  of  the  old  and  well-established  churches  with  which 
the  residents  of  this  vicinity  had  long  been  identified.  This 
was  by  no  means  new  territory,  and  missionary  ground 
fifty  years  ago. 

For  generations,  going  far  back  into  the  history  of  the 
earlier  churches  surrounding  this  locality,  the  precious  truth 
had  found  lodgment  and  brought  forth  results  in  the  Godly 
lives  and  worthy  characters  of  many  who  had  grown  up  un- 
der religious  influences.  The  hope  of  having  a church 
at  this  place  was  cherished  long  before  the  time  of  its  re- 
alization. 

Desires  for  a place  of  worship  conveniently  near,  and 
for  a closer  and  more  direct  pastoral  oversight  were  often 
expressed. 

It  is  said  that  there  was  a pronounced  expression  in 
favor  of  organizing  a church  about  the  year  1830.  Some 
liberal  offers  were  made  to  carry  forward  the  project.  Then, 
in  1842,  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  called  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  uniting  to  form  a church. 

At  this  meeting  a committee  was  appointed  to  circu- 
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late  a proposition  to  erect  a church  building  and  maintain 
religious  instruction.  Their  report  indicated  that  sufficient 
funds  could  be  secured  with  which  to  build,  but  there  was 
a serious  doubt  as  to  the  ability  to  support  a minister. 

The  matter  seems  to  have  rested  in  quiet  from  this  time 
on  to  early  in  the  Winter  of  1849  and  ’50.  On  December 
17th,  a meeting  was  held  in  the  old  school  house,  located 
over  the  river,  a little  to  the  north  of  the  present  school 
building,  when  it  was  resolved  to  take  immediate  steps  to- 
wards forming  a church  in  connection  with  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed denomination.  This  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  Abraham  Amerman.  James  Bowman  was  chosen  chair- 
man and  George  B.  Gruman  acted  as  secretary. 

Doubts  and  fears  yielded  to  a hopeful  determination. 
In  the  course  of  a few  days  fifty-eight  familes  had  signified 
their  willingness  to  unite  in  the  movement. 

Other  meetings  to  discuss  plans  of  procedure  were  held 
— notably  one  on  the  21st  of  February,  1850 — when,  upon 
invitation,  Dr.  Messier  was  present  to  give  counsel  and  di- 
rection. First  of  all,  this  wise  servant  of  the  Master  lead 
the  people  in  a fervent  prayer  to  the  Great  Head  of  the 
church,  invoking  His  blessing  on  the  undertaking.  After 
considering  and  approving  a report  of  previous  proceed- 
ings, we  are  told  that  the  good  doctor  then  addressed 
the  meeting,  and  in  a manner  the  most  powerful  and  touch- 
ing, pointed  out  the  blessings  resulting  from  the  preaching 
of  the  gospel  and  the  administration  of  its  ordinances.  And 
at  the  same  time  gave  faithful  reminder  of  the  sacrifices 
that  must  be  undergone  in  order  that  such  great  advant- 
ages might  be  enjoyed.  This  address  made  a deep  im- 
pression, evoking  the  cordial  and  hearty  thanks  of  the  peo- 
ple for  the  same,  and  stirring  them  up  to  redoubled  efforts 
in  carrying  on  the  enterprise.  On  the  12th  of  April,  1850, 
it  was  resolved  to  apply  for  the  organization  of  a church  to 
the  Classis  of  New  Brunswick. 

Previous  church  affiliations  had  largely  been  under  the 
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care  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia;  therefore,  request  was 
made  for  permission  from  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia  to 
make  application  to  the  Classis  of  New  Brunswick  for  a 
church  organization.  This  was  granted,  and  on  April 
16,  1850,  at  a stated  session  of  the  Classis  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, held  at  Spotswood,  application  was  made  by  David 
Naylor,  Garret  Beekman  and  others  for  the  organization  of 
a church  at  Branchville.  The  minutes  of  Classis  also 
state  that  the  application  was  granted,  and  that  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Reiley,  Rev.  J.  K.  Campbell  and  Rev.  John  A.  Van 
Doren  were  appointed  as  a committee  to  organize  this 
church  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  May.  Revs.  Messier, 
Talmage,  Stryker  and  Steele  were  appointed  as  secundi.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  second  Tuesday,  or  the  14th  day  of  May, 
1850,  the  committee  of  Classis  met  at  Branchville,  where 
the  congregation  assembled  in  the  school  house.  Rev. 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  North  Branch,  opened  the  exercises. 
Rev.  Dr.  Messier,  of  Somerville,  offered  an  impressive 
prayer.  Rev.  Goyn  Talmage,  of  Whitehouse,  preached 
an  appropriate  sermon  from  the  book  of  Exodus,  33:15: 
“If  Thy  presence  go  not  with  me,  carry  us  not  up  hence.” 

Rev.  J.  K.  Campbell  then  organized  the  church  by  or- 
daining a consistory  and  designating  this  “The  Reformed 
Clutch  Church  of  Branchville.”  The  Rev.  George  J.  Van 
Nest,  of  Bound  Brook,  then  solemnly  invoked  the  blessing 
of  God  on  the  infant  church.  The  legal  record  of  this 
transaction,  as  found  in  the  Clerk’s  Office,  is  dated  Septem- 
ber 2nd,  1850,  and  bears  the  names  of  Garret  Beekman, 
Cornelius  Bergen,  John  Van  Dyke  and  Henry  P.  Stryker 
as  elders,  and  Gilbert  S.  Amerman,  Lucas  H.  Hoagland, 
John  Veghte  and  John  Vosseller  as  deacons. 

Until  April  15th  of  this  year,  Mr.  Vosseller  continued 
his  connection  with  this  church.  Then  the  summons  came 
and  he  passed  over  the  river  to  unite  with  the  church  tri- 
umphant. Mr.  Veghte  is  the  only  one  remaining  of  this 
first  consistory.  He  resides  at  Troy,  N.  Y.  The  pres- 
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ent  consistory,  through  one  appointed  to  convey  the  mes- 
sage, expressed  greetings  to  Mr.  Veghte  and  extended  a 
hearty  invitation  to  come  and  afford  us  the  pleasure  of  his 
presence  here  to-day. 

The  original  membership  numbered  forty-three. 
Twenty-two  came  by  certificate  from  the  Neshanic  church. 
They  were  Cornelius  Bergen  and  wife,  Jacob  Bergen,  Hen- 
ry P.  Stryker  and  wife,  Garret  Beekman  and  wife,  Cornelius 
Peterson,  Lucas  H.  Hoagland,  Garret  Q.  Peterson  and  wife, 
John  Van  Dyke  and  wife,  William  W.  Hall,  John  A.  Hoag- 
land, Dortha  Staats,  Ann  Mariah  Peterson,  Mrs.  Adaline 
Young,  wife  of  Derrick  S.  Young,  Peter  Peterson,  Sr., 
Thomas  Quick  and  wife  and  Catherine,  wife  of  John  Quick. 
Sixteen  came  from  the  church  of  Readington.  They  were 
Henry  Amerman  and  wife,  Abraham  Amerman  and  wife, 
Gilbert  S.  Amerman  and  wife,  Mrs.  Eli  Crater,  Mrs.  Da- 
vid Naylor,  Mrs.  Isaac  Johnson,  Mrs.  Josiah  Q.  Dailey, 
Mrs.  Catherine  Vroom,  Mrs.  Jane  Dailey,  John  Vosseller 
and  wife  and  Peter  D.  Quick  and  wife.  Three  brought 
letters  from  the  Second  Reformed  Church  of  Raritan,  viz: 
Peter  L.  Suydam  and  Mary  Oakey,  his  wife,  and  Harriet 
Brokaw,  wife  of  Lucas  Voorhees.  John  I.  Schenck  and 
John  Veghte  came  from  the  First  Raritan  Church. 

Four  of  this  number  are  still  living.  Allusion  has 
already  been  made  to  John  Veghte  as  a member  of  the  first 
consistory.  Mrs.  Garret  Q.  Peterson  resides  at  New  Bruns- 
wick; Mrs.  Josiah  Q.  Dailey  at  Three  Bridges.  The  name 
of  Mrs.  John  Vosseller  is  the  only  one  that  has  remained 
on  the  record  for  these  fifty  years  without  change. 

It  is  also  proper  to  state  that  some  of  the  most  efficient 
and  helpful  promoters  of  this  organization  were  not  at  this 
time  members  of  it.  The  memory  of  their  good  deeds  is 
precious,  and  it  affords  no  little  satisfaction  to>  find  that  one 
and  another  came  out  later  and  made  profession  of  his  faith. 
On  the  day  of  organization  arrangements  were  made 
whereby  services  might  be  held  every  Sabbath. 
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The  congregation  kept  well  together,  and  proceeded 
with  all  possible  haste  to  execute  their  plans  for  the  erection 
of  this  house  of  God.  Subscriptions  were  secured,  amount- 
ing to  nearly  $2,500.  A desirable  site  was  chosen,  where- 
upon the  Amerman  Brothers  donated  it  to  the  church.  The 
lot  formerly  had  seventy  feet  front  and  extended  back  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet.  Two  years  later  it  was  extended 
five  and  one-half  feet  farther  back.  It  was  resolved  to 
model  the  building  after  what  was  then  the  new  church  at 
Whitehouse.  The  Building  Committee  was  composed  of 
Frederic  D.  Brokaw,  James  Bowman  and  John  Van  Dyke. 
Five  proposals  for  building  were  received,  and  the  contract 
was  awarded  to  Mr.  William  A.  Voorhies,  of  Griggstown, 
for  $3,174. 

These  preliminaries  to  building  were  carried  out  pre- 
vious to  the  actual  organization  of  the  church.  The  first 
day  of  July  following,  the  contractor  began  work.  The 
corner-stone  was  laid  with  appropriate  exercises  on  July 
25,  1850.  Rev.  Goyn  Talmage  opened  the  services  with 
prayer.  Rev.  Dr.  Messier  gave  a deeply  interesting  his- 
tory of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Somerset  county, 
which  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention.  Rev.  J.  K. 
Campbell,  in  behalf  of  the  consistory,  laid  the  corner-stone 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Then  Revs.  Campbell,  Talmage  and  Stryker  ad- 
dressed the  large  concourse  of  people. 

A well-trained  choir  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Abra- 
ham Amerman  contributed  to  the  interest  and  solemnity  of 
the  services.  It  is  recollected  as  an  animated  scene  on  a 
beautiful  Summer  day.  The  frame  of  the  edifice  was  raised 
on  the  7th  and  8th  of  August.  The  work  progressed  fa- 
vorably, and  on  the  27th  of  January,  1851,  the  church  was 
dedicated,  on  which  occasion  the  Rev.  Dr.  Messier  preached 
the  sermon.  The  entire  cost  of  the  building,  bell,  fences, 
etc.,  was  $3,700. 

The  day  after  the  dedication  the  Classis  of  New  Bruns- 
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wick  met  here  in  special  session  and  ordained  and  installed 
as  the  first  pastor  the  licentiate,  Henry  Dater,  who  had 
recently  graduated  from  the  Seminary  at  New  Brunswick. 
At  these  services  Rev.  J.  A.  Van'  Doren  led  in  prayer.  The 
sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  J.  K.  Campbell.  The  form 
of  ordination  was  read  by  Rev.  George  Schenck.  The 
charge  to  the  pastor  was  given  by  Rev.  John  DeWitt,  and 
that  to  the  congregation  by  Rev.  Goyn  Talmage.  A most 
interesting  report  of  the  Building  Committee  was  read  at 
this  time,  and  the  keys  of  the  church  were  solemnly  pre- 
sented to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dater  as  the  president  of  the  con- 
sistory. It  speaks  for  unity,  harmony,  zeal  and  earnestness 
that  in  so  brief  a time  after  organization  this  house  of  wor- 
ship should  have  been  erected.  A pastor  settled  under 
very  favorable  conditions,  and  the  activities  of  a healthful, 
prosperous  church  life  were  brought  under  such  good  con- 
trol and  directed  towards  the  energetic  prosecution  of  the 
Lord’s  work. 

Mr.  Dater  came  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a young  man 
and  gave  good  proof  of  his  qualifications  for  the  sacred  of- 
fice. He  ministered  here  until  November,  1853,  and  then 
removed  to  take  charge  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Hyde 
Park,  N.  Y.,  where  he  wrought  with  good  success  for  a 
quarter  of  a century.  Although  this  first  pastorate  was 
brief,  it  yielded  good  results.  In  less  than  three  years  the 
original  membership  of  forty-three  was  increased  to  eighty- 
five,  and  the  number  of  families  to  seventy-five  or  eighty. 

Of  those  who  united  with  the  church  when  Mr.  Dafer 
was  pastor,  I can  only  find  the  names  of  Abram  S.  Beek- 
man  and  Elizabeth  Amerman,  who  afterward  became  his 
wife,  and  Jane  Ann  Burniston,  the  wife  of  T.  Lloyd  String- 
er, who  are  still  resident  members  of  the  congregation.  It 
was  my  privilege  to  become  acquainted  with  Mr.  Dater  a 
few  years  ago.  He  was  pleased  to  recall  the  early  experi- 
ences of  his  ministry.  When  I last  called  to  see  him  at  his 
home  in  Hawthorne,  N.  J.,  a few  months  before  his  death, 
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which  occurred  October  19,  1899,  he  looked  forward  to  this 
celebration  and  expressed  the  hope  to  come  and  participate 
in  our  rejoicing.  But  God  ordered  better  things  for  him. 
He  was  called  to  his  reward,  and  now  his  joy  is  complete. 

At  a meeting  of  the  consistory,  held  February  2nd, 
1854,  it  was  resolved  to  extend  a call  to  the  Rev.  William 
Pitcher,  then  pastor  of  the  Boght  Reformed  Church,  near 
Cohoes,  N.  Y. 

The  call  was  accepted  and  the  pastor-elect  began  his 
labors  early  in  March.  He  became  a member  of  the  Clas- 
sis  of  New  Brunswick,  April  27,  1854,  and  was  installed  as 
pastor  of  this  church  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  May.  Rev. 
William  Brush  preached  the  sermon.  Rev.  Mr.  Anderson 
addressed  the  pastor  and  Rev.  L.  L.  Comfort  charged  the 
people.  With  an  experience  of  sixteen  years  in  the  minis- 
try, Mr.  Pitcher  came  to  take  up  the  work  so  well  started, 
and  to  carry  it  on  from  year  to  year  for  a period  which  cov- 
ers just  one-half  of  the  history  of  our  church. 

Thoroughness  and  progress  seem  to  have  characterized 
his  undertakings.  The  soil  was  faithfully  prepared.  The 
good  seed  was  sown  in  hope,  and  harvest  after  harvest  was 
gathered,  doubtless  awakening  added  joy  in  Heaven,  and 
certainly  gladdening  the  hearts  of  both  pastor  and  people 
here.  Large  accessions  were  made  to  the  membership  by 
confession  and  letter  at  different  times.  The  years  of  ’67, 
’68  and  especially  ’69  were  most  remarkable  for  the  renewed 
interest  in  spiritual  matters,  and  bringing  into  this  com- 
munion many  who  have,  here  and  elsewhere,  continued  in 
the  faith  and  given  marked  evidence  of  their  conversion  and 
consecration  to  the  Master. 

In  the  minutes  of  consistory  is  to  be  found  among 
other  resolutions,  one  passed  on  January  21,  1869,  which, 
judging  by  what  followed,  must  have  been  of  exceeding 
interest  to  the  congregation.  It  was  resolved  that  a series 
of  prayer  meetings  be  held  in  the  church,  commencing  at 
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6:30  P.  M.  on  Thursday  of  the  following  week,  to  be  con- 
tinued according  to  circumstances. 

Topics  for  prayer  and  discourse  for  the  series  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  1.  Revival  of  the  church.  2.  A gen- 

eral revival  of  religion  in  the  congregation,  in  the  family, 
and  in  the  hearts  of  all.  3.  For  religious  enquirers,  or 
those  who  linger  between  conviction  and  conversion.  4. 
Sabbath  Schools,  scholars,  teachers,  officers.  5.  Means 
of  grace,  the  ordinary  services  of  the  Lord’s  Day,  the  sacra- 
ments, the  social  prayer  meetings,  etc.  6.  Enlargement  of 
the  spirit  and  works  of  benevolence;  understanding  by 
benevolence  in  this  connection  the  root  and  principle  of  all 
practical  religion. 

The  first  meeting  was  an  interesting  prayer  meeting 
largely  attended.  On  the  second  evening  Dr.  Mesick 
preached  an  interesting  sermon  on  “Revivals.”  On  the  third 
or  Saturday  evening,  the  Rev.  James  LeFevre  gave  an  ex- 
cellent and  powerful  discourse  on  the  importance  of  coming 
to  a decision,  i.  e.  of  conversion  in  distinction  from  convic- 
tion merely.  On  Sabbath  evening  the  prayer  meeting  was 
large  and  interesting.  Monday  evening  Rev.  Mr.  Cornell 
preached.  Tuesday  evening  Rev.  William-Brush  preach- 
ed. Meeting  was  omitted  on  Wednesday.  The  usual 
preparatory  prayer  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  after- 
noon. At  the  prayer  meeting  on  Friday  evening,  Rev. 
John  H.  Pitcher  made  effective  remarks.  On  Saturday  at 
3 P.  M.  the  preparatory  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Doolittle,  and  in  the  evening  the  usual  prayer  meeting  was 
largely  attended.  On  Sabbath  the  communion  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  was  observed.  The  day  was  beautiful.  The 
attendance  was  large.  The  exercises  were  solemn  and  im- 
pressive. William  C.  Eyring,  Peter  Van  Camp  and  others 
came  to  the  table  for  the  first  time.  The  spirit  of  revival 
was  at  work,  so  that  at  the  next  communion,  which  was 
held  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  May,  1869,  forty-five  came  and 
made  profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ. 
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The  continued  ill  health  of  the  pastor,  led  him  to  tender 
his  resignation  in  the  Summer  of  1869,  to  take  effect  the  fol- 
lowing Spring.  In  reply,  the  consistory  said:  “We  feel, 

sir,  to  give  you  up,  to  sunder  the  happy  relation  existing 
between  us  as  pastor  and  people,  would  greatly  mar  the 
prosperity,  temporal  and  spiritual,  of  this  our  beloved 
branch  of  Zion.  We  urge  you  to  continue  your  ministry 
in  consideration  of  the  great  good  you  have  been  the  in- 
strument of  accomplishing  in  our  midst.”  It  was  a happy 
state  of  affairs  for  a people  to  loyally  rally  around  their  lead- 
er when  his  strength  was  failing,  and  to  give  him  renewed 
assurances  of  their  love. 

The  good  dominie  was  prevailed  upon  to  stay,  and  for 
ten  years  longer  he  served  this  church  most  acceptably.  In 
the  Spring  of  1879,  increasing  bodily  infirmities  made  it 
imperative  for  him  to  give  up  the  charge  to  other  hands. 

During  these  twenty-five  years  there  were  received 
into  the  membership  of  this  church  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  by  certificate  and  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  on  confes- 
sion. The  Sunday  School  work,  along  with  missionary 
and  educational  efforts  developed  to  a commendable  de- 
gree. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Pitcher  came  the  parsonage  was  com- 
pleted for  occupancy.  Some  years  later  the  church  under- 
went renovation.  The  tie  grounds  were  purchased,  and 
the  Hon.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen  who  attended  services  here 
while  living  at  his  Summer  home  on  the  Raritan,  donated 
a library  to  the  Sunday  School,  to  which  he  made  repeated 
additions. 

A review  of  this  pastorate  was  given  by  him  who  was 
about  to  retire  from  the  pulpit.  In  concluding,  among 
other  things  he  said:  “I  have  not  been  forsaken  of  the 

Lord  in  my  work.  He  has  owned  and  blessed  it  to  the 
end.  And  the  church  from  which  I am  about  to  withdraw 
as  its  pastor,  is  not  a dead,  but  a living  church ; a tree  of  the 
Lord’s  planting,  that  has  from  the  first  borne  fruit  and  con- 
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tinued  to  grow,  and  is  in  a condition  of  healthy  and  vigor- 
ous growth  as  I resign  it  to  the  culture  of  other 
hands.”  He  expressed  the  controlling  motive  of  his 
ministry  and  his  prayer  for  what  this  church  might 
be  in  the  years  to  come,  in  these  words:  “Let  the  church, 
the  grandest,  the  most  glorious  and  important  enterprise 
of  time,  be  through  all  changes  the  one  object  and  inter- 
est that  shall  enlist  your  first,  your  deepest  and  most  con- 
stant thoughts,  for  which  you  will  ever  be  ready  to  make 
the  greatest  sacrifices;  to  which  you  will  give  your  most 
willing,  hearty  and  devoted  service.” 

Upon  his  retirement  Father  Pitcher  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  brick  house  owned  by  Theodore  Amerman. 
This  is  the  most  ancient  house  in  our  village,  having  been 
built  in  1792  by  Thomas  Talmage,  an  uncle  of  DeWitt  Tal- 
mage,  the  noted  preacher.  It  was  in  this  same  house  that 
Dr.  Peter  Studdiford  lived  for  a time  while  pastor  of  the 
Readington  church. 

After  a brief  sojourn  here  Mr.  Pitcher  removed  to  the 
home  of  his  birth  at  Upper  Red  Hook,  N.  Y.  From  thence 
he  returned  to  Greenwich,  N.  Y.,  not  far  from  the  place  of 
his  first  settlement;  where,  in  April,  1883,  he  was  released 
from  the  weariness  and  infirmities  of  the  flesh,  and  departed 
to  be  with  the  Christ  who  he  had  so  well  and  nobly  repre- 
sented in  this  place. 

In  a memorial  sermon  his  successor,  Rev.  William  E. 
Davis  has  characterized  him  as  “a  man  of  many  rare  ex- 
cellencies. He  was  quiet,  modest,  unassuming,  yet  hehind 
this  humble  garb  there  was  a noble,  generous,  warm-heart- 
ed, Christian  manhood.  True,  he  was  of  a retiring  disposi- 
tion, yet  he  was  a man  of  strong  mind  and  resolute  purpose ; 
grateful  for  every  favor,  and  not  unmindful  of  kindnesses: 
As  a preacher,  he  had  but  few  equals.  His  sermons  were 
evidences  of  careful  preparation  and  ripe  scholarship.” 

During  the  Summer  of  1879  the  Rev.  William  E.  Davis 
was  called  from  Manhasset,  L.  I.,  to  become  pastor  of  this 
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church.  He  settled  here  September  21,  1879,  and  con- 
tinued for  four  years  to  be  the  active  and  popular  leader 
of  this  flock.  His  conscientious  and  energetic  efforts  were 
appreciated.  Every  communion  season  brought  additions 
to  the  church.  Fifty-three  were  added  by  certificate  and 
fifty-three  on  confession.  One  hundred  and  six  in  all.  He 
was  sought  by  larger  congregations  and  finally  accepted  a 
call,  much  to  the  regret  of  this  people,  to  become  pastor 
of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Lebanon.  From  that  time  to 
this  he  has  labored  there  to  the  prosperity  of  that  church. 
The  Lord  has  blessed  him  and  given  him  good  success.  In 
point  of  time  his  work  as  an  active  pastor,  now  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Classis  of  Raritan  is  only  exceeded  by  the 
pastorate  of  the  honored  minister  at  North  Branch.  Two 
years  ago  he  succeeded  the  venerable  Dr.  Mesick  in  the 
office  of  Stated  Clerk.  His  warm  interest  in  this  church’s 
welfare,  and  his  unfailing  friendship  have  been  evidenced 
again  and  again. 

Sometimes  it  must  have  been  at  great  personal  incon- 
venience, our  brother  has  driven  from  his  own  home  to  this 
place,  or  vicinity,  to  attend  the  funeral  of  a former  parish- 
ioner, or  to  deliver  a lecture  for  the  benefit  of  this  church, 
or  in  acceptance  of  an  invitation  to  be  present  at  a social 
gathering.  He  has  never  been  loth  to  give  the  kind  and 
cheering  word  to  those  who  have  succeeded  him  here.  Al- 
ways welcome ! Especially  do  we  delight  to  honor  and  re- 
ceive him  here  to-day,  to  rejoice  with  us  on  this  occasion. 
The  pulpit  was  regularly  supplied  for  a time.  Students 
from  the  Theological  Seminary  at  New  Brunswick  fre- 
quently came  and  preached  with  acceptance. 

Among  them  was  a thoughtful  young  man  devoted  to 
his  studies,  who  was  destined  to  become  the  fourth  pastor 
•of  this  church. 

At  a meeting  of  the  consistory  held  on  February  11, 
1884,  John  A.  Saums,  then  chairman  and  clerk  of  the  con- 
sistory, was  appointed  as  a committee  to  confer  with  Mr. 
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Joel  Loucks,  a member  of  the  senior  class  in  the  Seminary, 
with  a view  to  extend  to  him  a call  to  become  pastor  as  soon 
as  practicable  after  his  graduation.  The  conference  was 
favorable,  and  in  July  or  August,  1884,  Mr.  Loucks  was 
ordained  and  installed  in  the  pastoral  office,  to  follow  the 
men  who  had  received  many  seals  to  their  ministry. 

He  recognized  the  high  standard  that  had  been  main- 
tained in  this  pulpit  and  in  pastoral  work  before  he  came. 
It  was  far  from  an  easy  matter  for  a young  man  fresh  from 
the  Seminary,  without  experience  in  the  ministry,  to  meet 
the  expectations  and  requirements  of  a place  so  long  occu- 
pied by  men  previously  prepared  in  other  fields  of  labor. 
But  the  Lord  had  bestowed  upon  him  gifts  which  were 
to  be  blessed  to  the  great  and  lasting  good  of  this  church. 
His  mental  attainments,  his  piety  and  orthodoxy  com- 
manded profound  respect. 

From  his  parishioners  and  the  church  records  have 
been  gathered  impressions  that  must  lead  one  to  increas- 
ing respect  and  friendship  for  this  faithful  preacher  of  the 
gospel.  For  nearly  eight  years  he  ministered  here  in  the 
name  of  Christ,  when,  on  account  of  failing  health  he  was 
obliged  to  seek  relief  from  the  pressure  of  active  pulpit 
work.  Under  his  care  one  hundred  and  seventeen  were  re- 
ceived into  the  membership  of  the  church,  forty-nine  of 
whom  came  on  confession  of  faith. 

Prior  to  the  close  of  this  pastorate  the  young  people 
were  well  started  in  their  prayer  meeting  and  work  of 
Christian  Endeavor.  The  interior  of  the  church  received 
an  entire  renovation,  and  a little  fund  was  started  by  the  la- 
dies, ably  seconded  by  the  pastor’s  good  wife,  which  in 
later  years  has  grown  and  prompted  the  efforts  which  have 
so  lately  introduced  this  new  and  comfortable  furniture. 
Kind  wishes  for  the  best  blessings  on  this  people  have  con- 
tinued to  stir  the  heart  of  Mr.  Loucks  in  his  enforced  re- 
tirement from  active  service  in  the  pulpit.  He  now  re- 
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sides  at  the  home  of  his  youth  in  Northern  New  York  State. 
We  regret  that  he  cannot  be  here  to-day. 

On  November  15,  1893,  a call  was  made  upon  the  Rev. 
Garret  Wyckoff,  then  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church  of 
Metuchen,  N.  J.  But  he  did  not  see  his  way  clear  to  ac- 
cept. More  than  a year  elapsed,  therefore,  between  the 
end  of  the  fourth  pastorate  and  the  beginning  of  the  fifth. 
On  June  29,  1893,  the  present  pastor  was  ordained  and  in- 
stalled. Since  then  forty-nine  have  been  received  by  cer- 
tificate and  fifty-two  on  confession  into  the  membership  of 
this  church.  In  all,  one  hundred  and  one. 

It  was  a blessed  season  in  the  Spring  of  ’97,  when  the 
Holy  Spirit  moved  mightily  in  our  midst,  and  twenty-four 
came  out  at  one  time  and  declared  their  allegiance  to 
Christ  and  His  church.  May  they  all  be  kept  by  the  power 
of  God,  and  be  sanctified  to  the  glory  of  His  name.  We 
have  no  inclination  to  paint  the  picture  of  our  relations  in 
imaginary  colors,  and  to  be  carried  by  a false  elation  above 
the  reality  of  our  experiences.  For  nearly  seven  years 
we  have  dwelt  together  in  peace  and  labored  together  in 
harmony  and  friendship.  These  have  been  happy  years  of 
united  service  in  the  Master’s  vineyard.  And  while  you  and 
I have  not  accomplished  all  that  we  hoped  and  prayed  that 
we  might,  God  has  honored  and  blessed  us  beyond  our  de- 
serts. There  have  been  many  tokens  of  His  care  and  fa- 
vor. We  have  been  safe  and  of  service  to  God,  only,  as 
we  have  walked  with  and  learned  of  the  great  Teacher.  And 
as  we  have  come  to  know  more  of  the  power  of  His  love 
and  the  strength  of  His  life,  we  have  found  the  needed  help 
and  been  heartened  to  grasp  duty  and  meet  responsibility. 
God  knows  how  long  we  shall  keep  company  here.  Let  us 
trust  Him  in  this  as  well  as  in  all  of  the  affairs  of  life.  In 
view  of  what  He  has  done  for  us  we  should  be  thankful  and 
take  courage  for  the  days  to  come. 

The  ministry  has  claimed  the  talents  of  not  less  than 
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five  sons  of  this  church.  And  not  less  than  six  of  her 
daughters  have  been  claimed  by  ministers. 

For  nearly  twenty-five  years  the  office  of  sexton  has 
been  filled  by  John  S.  Harden,  who  has  merited  every 
thought,  word  and  deed  appreciative  of  his  services.  Among 
the  testimonies  of  love  for  this  church  is  recorded  the  leg- 
acy of  $100  by  Mrs.  Mary  Van  Camp. 

The  last  annual  report  recently  submitted  by  our  treas- 
urer showed  a balance  in  hand  of  over  $116.  We  are  not 
in  financial  straits.  At  no  time  during  the  past  seven  years 
have  we  been  in  a more  prosperous  state  financially. 

You  have  listened  patiently  to  this  imperfect  outline  of 
our  history.  The  want  of  material  does  not  hasten  a con- 
clusion. The  living  Christ  has  performed  here  many 
miracles  of  grace.  This  has  been  the  gate  of  Heaven  to  a 
large  company  of  the  great  host  of  God.  Precious  links 
bind  us  to  the  realities  of  the  life  and  service  in  the  upper 
sanctuary.  Time  speeds  on,  our  season  for  usefulness 
here  and  preparation  for  eternal  praise  is  shortening.  When 
we  pass  on,  be  it  ours  to  leave  to  those  who  shall  come  af- 
ter us,  an  inspiration  and  encouragement  in  this  church 
with  which  they  shall  be  identified. 

At  the  close  of  the  sermon,  the  choir  sang  an  anthem 
entitled:  “O,  How  Amiable  are  Thy  Dwellings.”  An 

address  was  then  delivered  by  the  Rev.  William  E.  Davis, 
of  Lebanon,  pastor  of  the  church  from  1879  to  1883. 


REV.  WILLIAM  PITCHER 

Second  Pastor— 1854— 1879. 
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^Address  ffye  l^e\h  William  6.  DaOis. 

Men  grow  old  but  churches  grow  young.  It  is  six- 
teen years  ago  that  I entered  upon  my  present  pastorate  in 
the  church  of  Lebanon.  I am:  that  many  years  older,  but 
if  you  could  see  my  church  as  it  is  to-day,  with  its  modern 
pews,  rich  upholstering,  new  carpets,  steam  heat,  freshly 
•decorated  walls  and  sweet  voiced  organ,  you  would  almost 
think  that  my  church,  which  now  I serve,  was  fifty  years 
younger  than  when  I began  my  present  pastorate.  It  is 
twenty  years  ago  that  I was  called  to  be  the  pastor  of  the 
South  Branch  church.  As  I look  about  me  to-day,  on  this 
fiftieth  anniversary  occasion,  and  see  this  church  so  beauti- 
fully robed  in  her  modern  dress,  and  her  membership  en- 
thused with  the  youthfulness  of  a living  gospel,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  believe  that  we  are  gathered  together  to-day  to  cele- 
brate the  fiftieth  birthday  of  this  beloved  church.  Men 
may,  men  do,  men  must  grow  old,  but  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  must  ever  remain  young.  Generations  pass  away, 
but  the  church  of  the  living  God  endures.  And 
all  this  is  according  to  a divine  law.  The  church 
of  God  does  not  stand  in  the  wisdom  of  men,  but  in 
the  power  of  God.  Men  are  only  as  instruments  in  the 
hand  of  the  great  Master  builder  to  fulfill  some  little,  short- 
lived task,  but  the  kingdom  of  Christ  is  to  endure  through- 
out all  generations.  Men  are  workmen,  builders,  erecting 
the  temple  of  God,  and  at  nightfall  they  cease  from  labor 
and  go  to  their  rest,  and  with  the  morning  other  hands  take 
up  the  work,  and  the  building  is  carried  forward  to  comple- 
tion. That  venerable  pastor,  so  much  loved  by  this  people, 
who  labored  with  them  for  twenty-five  years,  has  ceased  his 
labors  and  gone  to  his  rest  and  his  reward,  but  his  mantle 
has  gracefully  fallen  upon  his  honored  son,  and  he,  with  oth- 
ers, have  taken  up  the  work  our  fathers  began,  and  so  will 
it  be  when  our  work  is  ended. 
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The  church  will  not  grow  old.  The  church  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  cannot  lose  her  youth,  for  she  deals  with 
the  truth.  Like  Him  who  said,  “I  am  the  truth,”  she  lives 
forever.  The  mission  of  truth  is  everlasting.  Kingdoms 
and  empires  fall  and  pass  away,  but  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  will  stand  forever.  For  it  is  written:  “The  gates  of 
hell  shall  not  prevail  against  her.”  The  mission  of  truth 
reaches  through  all  time,  and  must  touch  all  conditions  of 
life,  and  overcome  all  oppositions.  For  Christ  said:  “Till 
Heaven  and  earth  pass,  one  jot  or  one  tittle  shall  in  no 
wise  pass  from  the  law  till  all  be  fulfilled.” 

The  church  of  Christ  is  the  earthly  expression  of  Christ’s 
own  life.  And  that  life  cannot  die.  The  story  of  the 
cross  can  never  grow  old.  Like  Christ,  it  is  endowed 
with  eternal  youth.  The  years  of  the  church’s  existence 
may  multiply  until  we  count  her  life  by  centuries,  and  yet 
she  will  be  clothed  in  all  the  freshness  and  beauty  of  immor- 
tal youth.  There  never  comes  to  the  church  of  Christ  old 
age.  No  Winter  when  her  life  is  barren.  No  frosts  to 
kill  her  fruitfulness.  No  infirmities  to  cripple  her  powers. 
She  will  bring  forth  fruit  even  in  old  age.  As  long  as 
Chrust  can  say,  “I  am  the  life,”  so  long  the  church  shall 
be  the  life  of  the  world. 

I am  here  to-day  bringing  to  this  pastor  and  to  this 
people  the  heartiest  congratulations  that  my  heart  can  offer.. 
I can  say  to  this  pastor,  “The  lines  have  fallen  to  you  in 
pleasant  places,  you  have  a goodly  heritage.”  I rejoice  with 
you  that  you  have  been  permitted  to  see,  and  been  instru- 
mental in  bringing  to  pass  these  new  and  needed  improve- 
ments that  make  more  beautiful  and  efficient  this  church  of 
Jesus  Christ.  I congratulate  this  people  that  they  have 
so  worthy  a pastor,  and  that  they  are  permitted  to-day  to 
celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  this  church  under  such 
delightful  circumstances,  and  in  so  appropriate  a way.  I 
take  it  that  this  venerated  church,  which  presents  to  all 
eyes  such  beauty,  is  but  expressive  of  the  inward  grace  of 
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this  church  that  shall  make  more  beautiful  the  life  of  this 
community. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  conclusion  of  the  morning  ser- 
vice would  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Joel  Loucks, 
of  McKinley,  N.  Y.,  pastor  of  the  church  from  1884  to  1892. 
But  owing  to  illness  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  idea  of 
coming.  However,  through  his  kindness  we  are  permitted 
to  incorporate  something  of  what  he  intended  to  say  had  he 
been  present. 


(Mddi'ess  l^eO.  ^joel  IsoucKs. 

As  an  ex-pastor  it  is  very  pleasant  to  celebrate  with 
you  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  this  church. 

I am  profoundly  thankful  that,  during  a ministry  of 
nearly  eight  years,  I was  able  to  do  something  towards  mak- 
ing a history  that  culminates  so  grandly  to-day.  As  a church 
and  people,  let  me  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  so  suc- 
cessfully reaching  the  fiftieth  mile  post  of  your  earthly  jour- 
ney; perhaps  a better  word  would  be  march.  For  it  can 
truthfully  be  said  that  the  Christian  church  in  this  world  is 
not  so  much  a body  of  people  taking  a pleasant  trip  through 
a delightful  section  of  country — in  green  pastures  and  be- 
side still  waters — as  that,  armored  and  in  military  order,  in- 
tent on  meeting  the  foe,  and  determined  to  overcome,  going 
forward.  Of  this  vast  Christian  army,  world-wide  in  pro- 
portions and  maneuverings,  you  for  fifty  consecutive  years 
have  been  a company.  Have  you  fought  well?  Have  you 
stood  loyally  by  your  colors,  and  with  faces  ever  to  the  foe? 
And  have  you  triumphed?  To  these  inquiries  let  the  fe- 
licitations brought  you  to-day  give  answer. 

You  may  not  have  enlarged  your  borders  very  materi- 
ally during  the  past  fifty  years.  You  occupy  substantially 
the  same  territory  you  did  a half  century  ago,  you  have  not 
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been  able  to  enlarge  except  by  encroaching  on  neighboring 
congregations  of  the  same  name  and  faith.  But  if  you 
have  not  expanded  laterally,  it  is  safe  to  say  you  have  per- 
pendicularly. In  large  cities,  where  land  is  scarce  and  val- 
uable, buildings  are  erected  many  stories  high.  There  is 
plenty  of  room  skyward.  So  in  the  period  at  its  close  to- 
day you  have  builded  for  Heaven,  and  it  may  be  far  more 
grandly  than  you  think.  That  is  to  say  in  your  own  pre- 
scribed limits  as  a congregation  you  have  modestly  done 
the  work  of  the  church.  And  to  be  loyal  to  that  church, 
to  do  those  things  that  make  for  character  and  Heaven,  to 
seek  the  salvation  of  souls  and  to  mitigate  the  evils  and 
sufferings  to  which  the  flesh  and  society  are  heir,  is  expan- 
sion of  a most  worthy  sort.  In  march  and  battle  there  are 
always  casualties.  Very  few,  if  any,  of  the  Israelites,  who 
with  Moses  set  out  from  Egypt,  reached  the  Promised 
Land.  Substantially  a whole  generation  passed  away  in 
those  forty  years’  wandering.  Your  fifty  years  of  battling 
have  not  been  an  exception  to  the  rule.  There  are  those 
who  have  fallen  by  the  way  to  whom  we  do  well  to  pay 
becoming  tribute  to-day.  Some  of  these  were  founders 
of  this  church  and  would  have  rejoiced  to  see  this  day. 
During  my  pastorate  it  was  my  sad  duty  to  lay  several  of 
these  to  rest,  and  since  then  others  have  followed  till  now 
nearly  a whole  generation  of  those  worthy  men  and  women 
have  passed  away.  This^is  the  sad  side  of  to-day’s  story 
to  find  its  way  to  our  thoughts  and  hearts.  But  our  mis- 
sion to-day  is  rather  a joyous  one.  We  are  here  rather  to 
rejoice  with  you  that  God  in  His  goodness  gave  them  a 
place  in  the  ranks,  and  permitted  them,  some  for  so  many 
years,  to  serve  with  honor,  and  you  to  succeed  them  in  that 
service.  We  are  here  devoutly  to  give  thanks  that,  during 
a long  and  worthy  history,  your  united  efforts  were  accept- 
ed and  blessed  in  the  building  up  and  maintaining  of  the 
walls  of  Zion.  Looking  back  over  the  past  fifty  years,  as 
you  do  to-day,  there  is  enough  readily  to  come  to  view  to 
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lead  to  a hearty  compliance  with  the  injunction:  “ Rejoice, 
and  again  I say  unto  you  rejoice.”  Do  you  ask  for  a suit- 
able motto  for  this  day’s  exercises?  How  would  these 
words  from  the  great  Apostle  do?  “Not  as  though  I had 
already  attained,  either  were  already  perfect;  but  I follow 
after,  if  that  I may  apprehend  that  for  which  also  I am  ap- 
prehended of  Christ  Jesus.  Brethren,  I count  not  myself 
to  have  apprehended;  but  this  one  thing  I do,  forgetting 
those  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto 
those  things  which  are  before,  I press  to  the  mark  for  the 
prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.”  Not  that  we 
are  to  lose  sight  of  the  past  with  its  blessed  memories  and 
helpful  experiences,  but  the  rather,  thankful  for  the  good 
that  lies  in  it,  and  enthused  by  that  good  to  press  on  to  no- 
bler deeds  and  greater  achievements.  There  is  much  more 
right  in  this  line  that  can  be  said  to  help  fill  your  cup  of  joy 
to-day.  When  we  think  of  the  fifty  years  of  continuous 
gospel  preaching  in  this  place,  of  the  many  who  have  been 
safely  gathered  in  the  fold  of  the  great  Shepherd,  of  the 
young  converted  to  God  and  sent  out  in  the  world  to  lives 
of  usefulness  in  a variety  of  occupations,  of  the  sorrows 
that  have  been  assuaged,  and  the  burdens  that  have  been 
lifted,  of  the  impetus  to  reform  work  in  society  and  State,  to 
which  you  have  contributed,  and  the  lives  of  virtue  and  god- 
liness which  have  been  lived  and  which  are  an  example  to 
coming  generations,  there  is  reason  enough  why  this  occa- 
sion should  be  one  of  greatest  delight.  There  are,  how- 
ever, a few  particulars  to  which  we  may  briefly  allude. 

First,  the  past  fifty  years  has  been  marked  by  a becom- 
ing church  loyalty  and  appreciation  of  the  means  of  grace. 
This  always  impressed  me  in  my  connection  with  this 
church,  and  I have  no  doubt  it  has  other  pastors  also.  To 
you  this  church  with  its  ministrations,  has  been  “all  and  111 
all,”  and  to  provide  for  it  both  materially  and  spiritually,  has 
been  your  happy  privilege.  I speak  of  this  among  other 
things  for  the  reason  that  in  many  places  in  our  own  denom- 
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ination  this  is  not  the  case.  I know  of  places  where  the 
church  is  sustained  largely  for  the  reason  that  it  would  not 
be  quite  decent  to  do  otherwise,  and  where  the  people  never 
“call”  a minister  but  “hire”  him.  It  is  to  your  credit  to 
have  it  said  that  during  a period  of  fifty  years  you  have  had 
just  five  pastors,  or  an  average  of  ten  years  to  a pastor- 
ate, and  although  not  as  good  a showing  as  some  churches 
in  Somerset  county  can  make  in  this  particular,  yet  is  much 
better  than  that  of  one  church  of  which  I know,  where  the 
pastor  in  his  farewell  address,  among  other  things  said  this : 
“I  have  been  among  you  now  seven  years,  which  is  an  un- 
usually long  pastorate  for  this  church.”  Secondly,  the 
past  half  century  has  been  characterized  by  a noticeable 
unity  of  sentiment  and  action.  In  all  essentials  to  church 
life  and  work  you  have  acted  as  one  man.  Not  that  there 
has  not  been  at  times  differences  of  opinion;  it  would  be 
strange  in  a thinking  community  if  this  had  not  been;  but 
once  a decision  reached  by  the  official  body  the  ranks  closed 
up  and  the  march  went  on.  A cardinal  principle  with  you 
all  along  has  been:  “United  we  stand,  divided  we  fall.” 

In  all  these  years  you  have  been  favored  with  good  leader- 
ship among  yourselves.  There  are  always  those  who  seem 
born  to  lead  and  to  smooth  over  rough  places,  you  have 
had  your  share  of  these,  and  the  effect  has  been  most  help- 
ful. 

Finally,  the  period  just  closed  has  borne  witness  to 
your  loyalty  to  the  Scriptures  and  sound  doctrines  as  con- 
tained in  the  doctrinal  standards  of  our  church.  But  this 
is  as  was  to  be  expected;  for  you  could  not  well  have  done 
otherwise  after  twenty-five  years  of  such  indoctrinating  as 
you  received  from  the  lips  of  the  revered  Mr.  Pitcher,  an 
indoctrinating  to  find  its  way  to  succeeding  generations  and 
to  lay  the  foundation  for  an  abiding  conservative  theology. 
This  church  cannot  feel  too  thankful,  that,  early  in  its  his- 
tory, it  had  for  so  long  a period  so  able  an  expounder  of 
the  pure  Word  of  God. 
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The  morning  service  was  concluded  by  singing  hymn 
€92,  which  was  announced  by  the  Rev.  Titus  E.  Davis,  of 
Bound  Brook,  who  pronounced  the  benediction. 

Upon  invitation  the  hospitality  of  the  church  was  en- 
joyed on  the  premises  of  Mr.  and  Mrs  Charles  S.  Phillips, 
who  generously  permitted  the  use  of  their  place  and  ably  as- 
sisted in  the  entertainment. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  at  least  five  hundred  and 
fifty  people  took  dinner.  Many  happy  greetings  were  ex- 
changed. Old  friendships  were  renewed  and  the  social 
interval  passed  by  very  pleasantly  and  rapidly. 
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©Afternoon  §eWi(e. 


This  service  commenced  at  half  past  two  o’clock.  The 
church  was  filled  almost  to  overflowing.  The  anthem* 
“Praise  unto  the  Father,”  was  sung,  and  the  Rev.  A.  Mc- 
William,  of  Somerville,  led  in  prayer. 

Prater  ffye  l^eO.  <$A.  M(William. 

Our  Father  in  Heaven,  we  adore  Thee  as  our  creator, 
preserver  and  benefactor,  as  our  covenant  God  in  Christ, 
our  father’s  God,  and  we  trust  in  Thee.  We  thank  Thee 
for  the  tokens  of  Thy  love,  in  the  many  blessings  Thou  art 
bestowing  upon  us.  We  thank  Thee  for  this  bright  and 
beautiful  day,  and  for  the  interesting  occasion  which  has 
brought  us  together.  We  have  come  to  honor,  to  praise, 
and  bless  Thy  name.  We  thank  Thee  that  Thou  hast  in- 
stituted a church  in  the  earth,  and  established  the  ministry 
of  reconciliation.  We  thank  Thee,  O Lord,  that  Thou 
didst  incline  the  hearts  of  a few  good  people  to<  establish  a 
church  in  this  place;  that  Thou  didst  direct  the  fathers  in 
neighboring  churches  to  favor  their  desire  and  encourage 
them  with  their  wisdom  and  help.  We  thank  Thee  for  the 
favor  which  Thou  hast  shown  to  this  people,  and  to 
their  descendants  till  the  present  time.  And  we  thank 
Thee  for  what  our  eyes  behold  this  day  in  the  number  who 
have  come  here  to  join  with  this  people  in  praising  Thee  for 
Thy  goodness  to  them,.  We  thank  Thee  for  what  our 
ears  have  heard  from  Thy  servant,  as  he  has  recounted  the 
mercies  received.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  faithful  men  that 
have  ministered  here,  and  been  instrumental  in  gathering 
souls  into  the  kingdom:  of  Christ.  We  thank  Thee  for  Thy 
goodness  to  the  present  pastor,  in  casting  his  lot  among 
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this  people,  and  hast  given  to  him,  as  well  as  to  his  prede- 
cessors seals  of  his  ministry,  and  our  prayer  is  that  Thou 
wilt  continue  to  bless  him  in  his  work;  bless  the  people, 
and  make  them  a blessing  to  those  who  shall  follow  them, 
that  here  there  may  always  be  found  a seed  that  shall  love 
and  serve  the  Lord.  For  Christ’s  sake,  amen. 

After  the  singing  of  hymn  320,  addresses  were  given 
by  pastors  whose  predecessors  were  instrumental  in  effect- 
ing the  organization  of  the  church. 

The  Rev.  P.  M.  Doolittle,  of  North  Branch,  as  the  suc- 
cessor of  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell,  spoke  substantially  as  follows : 


^Address  ffye  l^eO.  p.  M.  Doolittle. 

I greatly  desired  to  be  with  you  to-day,  and  am  glad  that 
nothing  prevented,  as  I know  now  what  I would  have 
missed  had  I not  been  here. 

I understand  that  I am  to  speak  for  the  Rev.  James 
K.  Campbell,  deceased,  my  predecessor  in  the  pastorate  of 
your  neighbor  church  at  North  Branch.  He  was  a pre- 
sentable man  in  his  day,  and  still  very  representable.  Among 
the  many  good  things  which  he  did,  was  the  service  ren- 
dered in  connection  with  the  founding  of  this  church  at 
South  Branch.  If  now  permitted  to  be  cognizant  of  scenes 
on  the  earth,  he  must  rejoice  with  you  upon  your  anniver- 
sary day,  which  brings  his  name  into  such  honorable  men- 
tion. 

And,  having  discharged  my  part,  although  so  briefly, 
as  his  representative,  may  I say  something  on  my  own  ac- 
count? There  is  so  much  upon  which  you  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated. Your  church  building,  neat  and  commodious, 
and  so  prized  by  this  congregation,  is  “beautiful  for  situa- 
tion”— upon  this  graceful  slope — in  the  midst  of  this  clean 
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and  orderly  village — with  such  an  outlook — such  a prom- 
inent and  commanding  object  in  the  wide  and  varied  land- 
scape, as  viewed  from  points  more  elevated.  Beautiful 
for  situation,  the  joy  of  all  who  behold.  You  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  your  heredity.  Your  original  constituency 
came,  mostly  from  Neshanic  and  Readington;  well  instruct- 
ed in  the  gospel,  and  especially  familiarized  with  the  Heidel- 
berg Catechism.  They  were  men  and  women  of  intelli- 
gence, and  power,  and  willingness.  They  laid  well  the 
foundations,  and  what  was  so  worthily  begun,  has  continued 
and  prospered  to  the  present. 

You  have,  as  a church,  been  peculiarly  favored  with  a 
line  of  competent  and  devoted  pastors.  I have  known 
them  all;  I was  acquainted,  when  a boy,  with  Rev.  Henry 
Dater,  when  he  was  very  young  and  in  a business  position 
in  Paterson,  N.  J.  Quiet,  faithful,  studious,  he  kept  his 
Latin  grammar  behind  the  counter,  and  studied  as  he  could. 
He  long  aimed  at  the  holy  office  of  the  Christian  ministry, 
strove  laboriously  for  it;  at  length  reached  it,  and  became 
the  first  pastor  of  this  church.  He  did  not  stay  here  long, 
but  rendered  a good  service,  which  is  still  operative  to1  your 
advantage.  Then  came  the  Rev.  William  Pitcher.  He 
was  modest,  quiet,  true  to  his  trust,  and  devoted.  He  was 
a man  of  great  culture  and  strength,  with  modesty  and 
sweetness  of  manner,  under  which  there  seemed  a hiding  of 
power.  He  was  sympathetic,  gentle  and  peculiarly  adapted 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  sick  and  afflicted.  He  possessed, 
withal,  a warm,  poetic  temperament,  and  in  several  in- 
stances expressed  rare  thoughts  in  terms  of  chaste  rhetorical 
beauty ; some  of  these  are  in  clear  recollection  by  those  who 
heard  them.  I look  upon  this  excellent  portrait  (in  the 
rear),  and  it  seems  to  me  alive,  as  though  it  must  speak  out. 
He,  being  dead,  does  speak  to  us  to-day  by  the  lips  of  a 
dutiful  son  who  survives  him,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  here 
a living  monument  of  the  deceased  pastor,  in  the  person  of 
his  granddaughter,  the  gracious  lady  of  your  manse. 
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The  Rev.  William  E.  Davis  followed  in  this  line  of  pas- 
tors. I could  say  much  about  him,  but  I need  not,  as  he 
is  present  and  speaks  for  himself.  I never  could  under- 
stand how  he  was  able  to  tear  himself  away.  You  loved 
him  and  he  loved  you.  All  here  was  harmonious,  pleasant, 
prosperous.  There  is  still  the  same  esteem  and  kind  re- 
gard between  you  and  him  mutually.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  wounds  of  that  rupture  are  not  yet  healed. 

Of  the  present  incumbent  I will  not  speak,  lest  I over- 
tax his  modesty.  Earnest,  laborious,  acceptable,  he  is  the 
worthy  successor  of  worthy  men.  I let  him  pass,  merely 
avowing  that  he  lies  open  to  no  censure,  and  needs  no 
praise.  May  he  long  abide  here  to  your  mutual  rejoicing. 

This  church  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  its  present 
prosperous  condition,  with  grand  and  cheering  prospects. 
I have  now  to  remind  you  that  the  church  as  a unit,  a body, 
is  but  the  aggregation  of  individual  lives;  also,  that  the 
church,  the  kingdom  of  our  God  and  His  Christ,  is  in  you, 
his  people.  Know  ye  not  that  your  bodies  are  the  temples 
of  God,  by  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost?  Receive  ye 
Him.  Be  filled  with  God’s  word  and  spirit.  Be  wholly 
consecrated  and  zealous  of  all  good  works,  both  in  the  cul- 
ture of  personal  character  and  the  development  of  Chris- 
tian work  in  your  own  locality  and  abroad,  even  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth. 

Grateful  to  God  for  the  past,  gird  yourselves  anew 
with  His  strength,  and  hope  for  a future  still  more  blessed. 

The  Rev.  John  Hart,  of  Neshanic,  spoke  as  pastor  of 
one  of  the  mother  churches. 
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<sAdd less  fl^e  l^eO.  Qo\\x\  ftart.  (Gxfract.) 

It  seems  strange  to  me  that  the  South  Branch  Re- 
formed Church  is  only  fifty  years  old.  Judging  by  the 
work  it  has  done  it  would  appear  much  more  reasonable  to 
call  it  a hundred  years  of  age.  But  we  must  abide  by  the 
declarations  of  the  celebration  and  believe  it  to  be  only 
fifty. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  be  acquainted  with  all  of  its 
pastors  but  one — the  first  one.  I can  testify  that  they  were 
all  good  men. 

I bear  to  you,  my  friends,  the  congratulations  and  good 
wishes  of  a church  which  may  be  thought  of  by  you  very 
appropriately  as  the  mother  church  to  this  organization, 
since  the  largest  number  of  members  at  the  beginning  of 
your  existence  came  from  her.  I am  happy  to  say  there  are 
no  jealousies  between  us,  and  my  God-speed  to  you  to-day 
is  the  sincere  wish  of  brothers  and  sisters  interested  in  and 
laboring  for  the  common  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the 
family. 

I congratulate  you  on  the  inside  beautiful  renovation 
of  your  house  of  worship.  But  let  not  the  temporal  exceed 
the  eternal  in  your  aims,  and  seek  diligently  that  inward 
adorning  of  the  Spirit  which  in  the  sight  of  God  is  of  great 
price. 

I would  suggest  to  you  that  the  church  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  stands. 

First — For  the  exhibition  of  a common  faith  in  Christ. 
Hence, 

Second — The  exercise  of  a common  spirit  of  personal 
consecration  which  will  result  in 

Third — The  united  cultivation  of  spiritual  power,  and 

Fourth — In  diligently  seeking  the  propogation  of  Gos- 
pel truth. 

The  Rev.  B.  V.  D.  Wyckoff,  of  Readington,  also  spoke 
as  pastor  of  one  of  the  mother  churches. 
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^Address  tfye  l^eO.  Q>.  V.  D.  W^cKoff- 

There  is  one  subject  that  no  one  has  referred  to  to-day. 
I am  surprised  to  think  that,  in  the  multiplicity  of  good 
things  that  have  been  spoken,  no  one  has  said  a word  about 
the  eclipse:  We  had  an  eclipse  yesterday.  The  sun  was 

darkened  and  the  sky  grew  strangely  ominous  in  appear- 
ance, and  we  became  conscious  that  we  were  suddenly 
brought  face  to  face  with  one  of  nature’s  most  remarkable 
phenomena.  I was  afraid  last  evening,  as  I saw  the  every- 
where-abounding tokens  of  rain,  that  these  exercises  were 
to  suffer  some  sort  of  an  eclipse.  But  God  has  been  good 
to  you.  The  clouds  have  withdrawn  from  the  sky,  and  all 
the  world  is  as  bright  and  pleasant  as  if  it  had  been  specially 
ordered  for  your  benefit.  I cannot  but  feel,  however,  as 
if  you  had  in  some  manner  eclipsed  your  neighbors  in  the 
carrying  out  of  this  celebration. 

This  beautifully-renewed  church,  these  interesting  ex- 
ercises, and  this  abundant  and  toothsome  repast  to  which 
you  have  treated  us,  leave  little  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of 
success.  Then  there  was  the  historical  address  of  the 
morning.  That  was  grand.  It  gave  us  a bird’s-eye  view 
of  these  fifty  years  of  your  history,  and  at  the  same  time  it 
seemed  to  take  us  by  the  hand  and  lead  us  down  into  those 
years,  and  suffer  us  to  see  a great  many  of  the  lesser  inci- 
dents that  have  gone  to  make  them  so  memorable.  I could 
not  but  think  that  that  address  resembled  the  view  that  one 
gets  from  the  hill-top  just  to  the  south  of  the  parsonage, 
on  the  road  to  Neshanic.  There  one  may  behold  one  of  the 
prettiest  landscapes  in  all  this  region.  Ahead  stretches  the 
beautiful  valley  of  the  South  Branch,  with  its  broad 
meadows  and  fertile  uplands;  while,  as  one  turns  he  dis- 
covers your  neat  little  village,  nestling  among  its  trees,  with 
its  newly-painted  churchspire  occupying  the  centre  of  it  all. 
Yes,  I think  your  church  has  always  occupied  the  chief 
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place  in  this  community.  Dearer  than  all  else  has  it  been 
to  your  hearts,  and  richly  has  it  ever  repaid  you  for  your 
devotion.  As  a neighbor  I am  glad  to  add  my  word  to-day 
in  praise  of  those  who  have  occupied  your  pulpit.  Your 
first  pastor,  Mr.  Dater,  I knew  only  by  name,  as  one  of 
the  ministry  of  our  denomination.  “Father”  Pitcher,  too,, 
I knew  only  by  reputation.  But  that  reputation  is  so  great, 
not  only  here  where  he  wrought,  but  in  all  the  surrounding 
country  as  well,  that  I am  compelled  to  acknowledge  him 
as  one  of  the  most  potent  forces  for  righteousness  in  this 
locality. 

The  rest  of  your  pastors  I have  known  personally.  Mr. 
Davis  had  served  you,  and  taken  his  flight  to  Lebanon  the 
Autumn  before  I settled  at  Readington,  in  1884.  But 
though  the  Cushetunk  Mountain  lies  between  us,  it  has 
never  sufficed  to  greatly  separate  us.  Over  it  we  have 
gone  again  and  again,  in  works  of  helpful  ministry  for  each 
other.  I count  him  one  of  the  best  of  my  many  good  neigh- 
bors. 

Brother  Loucks  and  his  good  wife  were  warm  friends 
and  fellow-workers.  Together  we  planned  and  wrought, 
and  one  substantial  result  of  our  co-operation  was  the  es- 
tablishment of  your  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor,  whose 
good  work  may,  I trust,  long  continue.  And  what  shall  I 
say  of  the  last  pastor,  Mr.  Sperling?  I could  tell  you  a 
great  deal  about  him  if  I chose,  for  I have  known  him  ex- 
ceedingly well  ever  since  he  was  just  a little  more  than 
knee  high.  I recall  the  very  first  time  that  I saw  him.  It 
must  have  been  about  1866,  I think.  I can  see  him  now, 
the  little,  ruddy-faced,  quiet  lad,  who  had  not  much  to  say 
for  himself,  but  who  had  the  better  gift  of  being  able  to  do 
some  very  serious  thinking. 

The  fruit  of  those  quiet  years  you  are  now  receiving,, 
as  he  stands  before  you  in  this  pulpit,  Sabbath  by  Sabbath, 
breaking  the  bread  of  life  for  the  nourishment  of  your  souls. 
God  bless  him  and  his  work,  and  may  both  long  abide  to 
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cheer  and  strengthen  you  in  your  Heavenly  way.  Dr. 
Charles  Cuthbert  Hall,  the  President  of  Union  Seminary, 
in  concluding  a noble  address  as  chairman  of  one  of  the  im- 
portant committees  of  the  recent  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  St.  Louis,  said  that  he  had  noticed 
on  one  of  the  streets  of  that  city  an  old  cathedral,  on  whose 
front  there  were  three  tablets,  one  in  Latin,  one  in  French, 
and  the  other  in  English,  and  all  bearing  the  same  inscrip- 
tion, “The  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  He  will 
dwell  with  them.”  That,  brethren,  has  been  your  happy 
condition.  Good  pastors  you  have  had.  A good  people 
they  have  reared  in  this  vicinity.  But  this  has  ever  been, 
and  is  now,  your  chief  distinction,  that  the  Lord  God  Al- 
mighty was  with  you.  I come  to  you  to-day  in  the  name 
of  your  mother  church  at  Readington,  a church  wliich  may 
not  have  given  you  quite  as  many  members  as  one  other, 
but  which,  nevertheless,  gave  you  of  her  best.  The  names 
of  Amerman,  Vosseller,  Quick  and  Dailey  are  names  that 
have  always  been  highly  esteemed  by  us;  and  I am  sure 
that,  had  they  been  omitted  from  your  annals,  your  story 
would  not  have  proved  nearly  so  interesting  as  it  has  to-day. 
In  the  name  of  “Old  Readington”  I congratulate  you  on 
these  fifty  memorable  years  that  are  past,  and  wish  you  a 
hearty  God-speed  for  the  way  that  lies  before  you. 

The  Rev.  Charles  T.  Anderson,  of  South  Bound  Brook, 
spoke  as  President  of  the  Classis  of  New  Brunswick. 
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Address  by  ffye  I^etf.  Q.  ©Anderson. 

It  is  a great  pleasure  for  me  to  be  present  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  to  extend  to  the  pastor  and  people  of  the  church 
of  South  Branch  my  hearty  congratulations.  I imagine  I 
am  here  as  a speaker,  because  of  an  accidental  circumstance, 
rather  than  on  account  of  any  particular  fitness  to  represent 
the  Classis  of  New  Brunswick. 

It  is  very  important  for  an  infant  that  is  expecting  to 
be  born  to  choose  a good  father  and  mother.  The  church 
of  South  Branch  showed  exceeding  wisdom  and  prudence 
in  choosing  to  come  into  existence  through  the  Classis  of 
New  Brunswick.  The  Classis  of  New  Brunswick  is  the  great 
Classis  of  the  Reformed  Church.  It  has  under  its  benefi- 
cent care  and  supervision  the  institutions  of  learning  at 
New  Brunswick,  from  the  Theological  Seminary  down  to 
the  Rutgers  preparatory.  It  even  arranges  for  the 
annual  alumni  dinners.  Indeed  it  bears  upon  its  shoulders 
the  burden  of  the  whole  denomination.  If  the  Classis  of 
New  Brunswick  should  cease  to  exist,  the  Dutch  Church 
would  doubtless  begin  to  disintegrate. 

I do  not  say  all  this  because  at  a special  meeting  of  the 
Classis  called  to  prescribe  what  I should  say  on  this  occa- 
sion, it  was  insisted  I should  lay  aside  the  usual  modesty 
of  the  Classis  and  tell  the  plain  truth.  I say  it  to  help  your 
joy.  I want  to  give  you  another  reason,  (if  I can  possibly 
find  one  which  the  breathren  who  have  preceded  me  have 
not  already  used),  why  you  may  congratulate  yourselves  on 
this  happy  day.  Indeed  the  Classis  of  Raritan,  with  which 
you  have  been  so  long  and  happily  connected,  is  simply  an 
offshoot  of  the  Classis  of  New  Brunswick.  The  executive 
ability  of  the  older  members  of  the  Classis  of  Raritan,  and 
the  eloquence  of  the  younger  members,  is  due  to'  the  fact 
that  this  Classis  is  an  offshoot  of  the  Classis  of  New 
Brunswick. 
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I am  exceedingly  sorry  that  I was  unable  to  be  with 
you  this  morning.  I am  sorry  that  I missed  hearing  the 
historical  discourse.  I am  quite  as  sorry  that  I missed 
getting  my  dinner  with  you  all.  I know  it  was  a good  din- 
ner, and  I imagine  it  was  hot  for  some  of  my  brethren  were 
still  smoking  when  I came  on  the  grounds. 

I imagine  you  have  had  your  ups  and  downs  as  a 
church.  Perhaps  a few  years  ago,  when  oats  was  twenty 
•cents  and  corn  thirty,  you  began  to  wonder  how  you  would 
meet  the  pastor’s  salary  and  keep  things  going.  As  I look 
at  these  new  pews  and  other  renovations,  I think  that  the 
price  of  oats  and  corn  must  have  gone  up.  Providence 
came  to  the  rescue.  He  always  does.  You  can’t  kill  a 
church.  I have  seen  the  undertaker  invited  to  bury  a 
church,  but  the  corpse  suddenly  became  too  lively  for  im- 
mediate interment.  I know  a church  composed  of  about  a 
dozen  black  people.  The  white  ministers  of  the  town  in 
which  it  is  located,  thought  that  it  ought  to  be  buried,  espe- 
cially since  if  it  stayed  above  ground  they  would  have  to 
help  feed  it.  They  sent  a petition  to  the  African  M.  E.' 
body,  asking  it  not  to  re-appoint  a minister  for  that  peo- 
ple. But  the  preacher  was  appointed  and  the  church  still 
lives.  Doubtless  some  old  black  mammy  in  that  church 
has  hold  of  the  horns  of  the  altar,  and  the  church  will  not 
die.  If  there  be  but  one  praying  man  or  woman  in  a 
church  it  will  live.  “God  is  in  the  midst  of  her;  she  shall 
not  be  moved.  God  shall  help  her  and  that  right  early.” 
The  church  of  God  has  the  power  within  to  perpetuate  itself, 
and  so  has  every  individual  church.  We  are  not  ignorant 
of  your  history  if  we  did  not  hear  the  historical  discourse. 
We  know  of  your  tranquility  and  dignified  maintenance  of 
all  the  ordinances  of  religion,  and  that  your  contributions 
to  the  benevolent  operations  of  the  church  are  large  in  pro- 
portion to  your  membership.  We  rejoice  that  you  have  to- 
day an  able  and  conscientious  pastor.  He  doesn’t  run  down 
to  Somerville  every  week  to  put  his  name  into  the  county 
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papers.  There  is  no  “fuss  and  feathers”  about  him.  He 
sticks  to  his  work.  You  cheerfully  support  him  in  all  his- 
efforts. 

May  the  next  fifty  years  of  your  history  be  more  glori- 
ous than  the  past. 

“Fifty  years  have  run  their  round, 

Since  first  you  met  on  hallowed  ground. 

A little  church  here  still  you  stand, 

Watered  and  blest  by  God’s  own  hand. 

A little  vine  a chosen  few, 

So  small  at  first,  how  fast  it  grew. 

Till  at  the  last  it  shall  appear, 

That  crowds  were  born  for  glory  here.” 

The  Rev.  T.  Walker  Jones,  of  Bedminster,  President  of 
the  Classis  of  Raritan,  brought  greetings  from  the  historic 
church  of  Bedminster. 
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Address  ffye  fp.  Walker  ^Jones. 

I congratulate  you  upon  this  semi-centennial  anniver- 
sary. It  makes  an  epoch  in  your  history.  The  services 
of  this  occasion  have  been  pleasantly  and  profitably  ar- 
ranged. The  excellent  historical  discourse  by  the  pastor  is 
replete  with  interesting  and  suggestive  reminiscences.  I 
am  happy  to  bring  the  ecclesiastical  greetings  of  the  historic 
church  of  Bedminster.  We  feel  a special  interest  in  your 
prosperity.  One  of  my  predecessors  assisted  in  the  or- 
ganization of  your  church.  Another  aided  you  in  a series 
of  meetings  designed  for  the  spiritual  elevation  and  enlarge- 
ment of  your  people,  soon  after  the  formal  organization. 
Both  men  were  excellent  ministers.  Their  impress,  I 
doubt  not,  was  lasting  in  its  effect.  It  is  delightful  to  re- 
call the  spirit  of  help  and  hope  that  passed  from  old  Bed- 
minster to  young  South  Branch  in  the  days  of  the  latter’s 
ecclesiastical  childhood. 

Sometimes  the  old  suppress  the  young,  instead  of  stim- 
ulating and  strengthening  them.  A feeling  akin  to  jealousy 
at  times  gets  possession  of  one  church  in  its  relation  to 
another.  How  unseemly  such  a disposition.  But  we  are  glad 
to  realize  that  from  the  very  outset  the  best  feelings  have 
been  entertained  by  the  church  I represent  towards  this 
Zion.  Some  of  my  predecessors,  as  has  been  already  stat- 
ed, have  given  you  willing  and  valuable  services.  And 
some  of  our  former  members  are  now  on  your  roll  of  mem- 
bership. All  this  causes  us  to  feel  a deep  and  warm  inter- 
est in  this  impressive  anniversary. 

This  occasion  is  doubly  profitable.  It  is  a recognition 
of  the  work  done  by  those  who  have  preceded  you.  Grati- 
tude does  not  always  accompany  heirship.  Sons  do  not 
always  appreciate  the  good  deeds  of  their  fathers.  Fifty 
years  of  faith  and  prayer  and  labor  on  the  part  of  the  men 
and  women  of  God  who  have  worshipped  and  worked  here 
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have  made  this  church  what  it  is  to-day.  This  fact  is  prom- 
inent in  your  well-arranged  exercises.  Every  reference 
made  to  the  virtues  and  deeds  of  the  past  is  your  tribute 
to  those  “into  whose  labors  you  have  entered.”  The  heir 
should  fondly  cherish  the  memory  of  the  testator.  The 
heritage  of  righteousness  is  the  best  that  can  be  conveyed. 
True  saintship  leaves  sacred  influence  to  successors. 

Then,  too,  this  anniversary  shows  what  you  are  doing 
for  those  that  shall  come  after  you.  There  is  exhibited 
the  worthy  purpose  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  this  ecclesi- 
astical inheritance  for  the  benefit  of  those  that  shall  suc- 
ceed you.  You  emulate  the  worthy  deeds  of  your  ancestors, 
expecting  that  your  children  will  copy  and  carry  forward 
yours.  Nor  is  your  hope  vain.  Example  is  a potent 
factor  everywhere.  The  teachings  of  the  life  go  deeper 
and  farther  than  the  utterances  of  the  lips.  Deeds  are  the 
creators  of  other  deeds. 

Thus  does  this  anniversary  and  the  attendant  improve- 
ments of  this  edifice  over  which  you  rejoice,  mark  an  ad- 
vance in  your  progress.  You  have  taken  a step  forward. 
You  will  feel  a fresh  impulse  and  influence  in  your  Zion. 
Three  years  ago  Bedminster  church  erected  a new  edifice 
for  their  work  and  worship.  It  gave  fresh  vigor  to  our  peo- 
ple. Thus,  doubtless,  you  will  find  it  to  be  in  your  experi- 
ence. I trust  the  coming  fifty  years  will,  by  reason 
of  the  influences  of  this  happy  occasion,  be  marked  by  a 
history,  if  possible,  even  brighter  and  greater  than  that  of 
the  last  fifty  years.  The  living  church,  like  the  living 
Christian,  increases  in  brightness  and  blessedness.  Re- 
ceive, therefore,  the  cordial  congratulations  of  my  church 
and  myself,  respecting  what  has  been,  what  is,  and  what  shall 
be.  May  the  covenant-keeping  Jehovah  impart  rich  bles- 
sings, continually  and  abundantly. 

At  this  point  the  congregation  stood  up  and  joined  in 
singing  hymn  490. 
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Addresses  then  followed  by  ministerial  sons  of  the 
church.  The  Rev.  A.  J.  Quick,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
the  Rev.  John  Scarlet,  of  Newtonville,  N.  Y.,  were  unable 
to  be  present. 

But  the  Rev.  Charles  W.  Pitcher,  of  Midddleburgh,  N. 
Y.,  the  Rev.  George  W.  Scarlet,  of  Havana,  111.,  and  the 
Rev.  Theodore  A.  Beekman,  of  Jerusalem,  N.  Y.,  were 
present  and  gave  addresses  in  the  following  order: 


(SAddi'ess  fl?e  l^eO.  (paries  W.  Pif(J?er. 

Progress  is  the  watchword  of  the  hour.  Progress  is 
not  movement  but  improvement.  Two  children  are  gath- 
ering flowers  in  a garden.  The  first  runs  eagerly  from  one 
beautiful  form  to  another,  dropping  the  last  as  soon  as  the 
next  is  reached,  and  at  the  end  of  his  quest  has  only  one 
flower,  the  last  one  he  plucked.  The  other  selects  the  most 
beautiful  and  desirable,  dropping  all  the  false  and  unworthy, 
and  at  the  end  has  a beautiful  bouquet. 

The  first  child  makes  what  is  too  often  in  these  days 
called  progress,  but  is  only  movement.  The  last  makes 
the  real  and  worthy  progress.  In  Christian  thought,  pro- 
gress is  bringing  forward  into  to-day  all  the  best  of  yester- 
day, and  advancing  into  to-morrow  with  this  and  the  most 
worthy  of  to-day. 

All  true  Christian  theology  has  its  root  in  this  Scrip- 
ture: “God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  be- 

gotten Son  to  die,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  might 
not  perish,  but  have  eternal  life.”  Christ  as  a person,  the 
inspiration  to  loyalty  and  to  consecrated  service.  This  is 
the  keynote  to  all  the  preaching  which  has  been  so  gener- 
ously referred  to  by  the  brethren  who  have  spoken.  My 
father’s  preaching  was  thoroughly  orthodox,  and  was  sum- 
med up  in  an  expression  in  one  of  his  sermons:  “As  all 

colors  are  manifestations  of  solar  light,  so  all  virtues,  excel- 
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lencies,  graces  of  character  are  manifestations  of  Divine 
love.” 

There  was  a divineness  of  purpose  in  those  old  clergy- 
men whom  I so  well  remember  in  my  childhood  days,  that 
was  most  impressive  and  inspiring  which  gave  a weight  and 
dignity  and  power  to  their  grand  ministries  of  undying  in- 
fluence. It  seems  to  me  this  was  expressed  in  a well-re- 
membered utterance  by  my  honored  father:  “I  went  into  the 
ministry  under  the  impulsion  of  this  feeling,  woe  is  me  if  I 
preach  not,  the  gospel.” 

I bear  record  to-day  unto  the  almost  terrible  zeal  and 
devotion  of  his  ministry.  Often  have  I found  him  with 
head  in  hands  agonizing  in  his  study  over  some  sermon  for 
this  pulpit.  His  study  was  his  workshop,  and  his  pulpit 
was  his  throne. 

Looking  over  the  church  to-day,  how  many  memories 
rush  over  me.  I see  the  old  sanctuary  as  it  was  in  the  days 
of  my  boyhood.  These  beautiful  new  pews  are  gone,  and 
the  old  ones  restored,  and  I can  locate  each  of  the  old  fa- 
miliar friends,  hear  their  voices  in  prayer  and  singing,  and 
verily  it  seems  as  though  we  were  surrounded  by  a great 
cloud  of  witnesses. 

What  then  shall  we  bring  forward  from  those  days  into 
this  present  time?  I answer:  First,  brotherly  love.  Never 
in  all  my  experience  have  I known  a more  thoroughly 
united  people  than  this.  Not  a serious  trouble  in  all  those 
twenty-five  years  of  Father  Pitcher’s  ministry.  Followed 
by  Brother  Davis,  the  same  spirit  was  manifest.  His  un- 
selfish devotion  to  the  great  cause,  and  to  his  friends,  con- 
served this  great  interest,  and  made  it  more  marked.  I 
learned  in  the  days  of  Brother  Davis’  ministry  in  this  place, 
to  appreciate  him  through  many  never  to  be  forgotten  acts 
of  brotherly  kindness,  and  self-sacrificing  thought.  Here, 
too,  I came  to  know  the  secret  of  his  successful  ministry 
in  the  church  of  God.  My  memory  of  Brother  Loucks, 
who  succeeded  Brother  Davis  in  this  pastorate,  may  be 
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summed  up  in  a single  incident.  It  was  a conversation 
held  one  day  about  communion  time,  concerning  those  I 
longed  to  see  in  the  membership  of  the  church,  and  the 
earnestness  of  his  speech  and  manner,  the  whole-hearted 
love  of  souls  expressed;  the  things  done  of  which  he  told 
me,  all  impressed  me  with  the  sincerity  and  loving  zeal  of 
the  minister  of  Christ.  Well  do  I know  also  of  the  kindly 
appreciation  in  which  he  was  held,  and  the  love  of  many 
here  for  him  for  his  work’s  sake. 

Brother  Sperling  is  the  ideal  pastor  for  the  time,  a 
worthy  successor  of  men  like  these  who  have  preceded  him. 
The  best  I can  say  of  him  is  that  in  much  he  reminds  me  of 
him  whose  pastorate  covered  the  larger  part  of  this  church’s 
history.  To  say  it  is  a great  joy  to  me  that  this  ministry  is 
connected  with  that  by  marriage,  is  simply  to  state  what  is 
most  natural.  I see  only  prosperity  in  the  future,  and  wish 
with  deepest  sincerity  for  you  in  the  days  to'  come,  a still 
larger  measure  of  blessing  and  peace. 

Another  thing  which  should  be  brought  forward  out  of 
that  past,  is  enthusiasm.  Who  can  ever  forget  the  enthu- 
siasm of  those  old  days,  when  the  Sunday  School,  under 
the  management  of  Abraham  Amerman,  gathered  the  mul- 
titudes, not  only  on  the  great  anniversary  days,  but  even 
on  ordinary  Sunday  afternoons.  That  wonderful  singing, 
and  the  suppressed  excitement  of  all  the  exercises,  which 
yet  was  never  for  a moment  anything  but  controlled  and 
wise?  Who  can  forget  the  silvery  tones  of  Secretary  of  State 
Frelinghuysen’s  voice,  as  often  he  would  ride  up  to  this  his 
Summer  church  home,  or  on  those  great  anniversary  days, 
stir  the  youthful  mind  and  heart  to  higher  and  nobler 
things  ? 

There  is  nothing  so  potent  in  church  life  and  progress 
as  a wise  and  soulful  enthusiasm! 

Bring  forth  then  to-day  from  the  past,  a bouquet  of 
choicest  flowers,  set  it  on  these  holy  altars  to  beautify  the 
place  of  God’s  sanctuary. 
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Wise  conservatism,,  and  wise  enthusiasm,  spiritual  re- 
ligion, alone  and  of  itself,  sufficient  for  all  the  needs  of  the 
church  in  this  or  any  age.  Arrange  the  rich  and  beautiful 
forms  of  spiritual  worth,  as  attractively  as  were  those  floral 
wreaths  which  made  this  Zion  beautiful  in  the  by-gone 
days,  which  were  made  by  hands  long  since  folded  in  sleep. 
But  chiefest  above  all,  and  crowning  all,  let  there  rise  the 
pure,  white  lily  of  the  Saviour’s  life.  Jesus  only,  sufficient 
for  all  life’s  needs;  chiefest  among  ten  thousand,  altogether 
lovely. 


^Address  fl?e  I^eO.  ^^eodore  ©A.  liftman. 

These  flaming  plants  remind  me  of  the  burning  bush, 
and  this  overhanging  face  of  my  beloved  pastor  tells  me 
that  this  spot,  on  which  I stand,  is  holy  ground. 

The  commandment  says,  “Honor  thy  Father  and  thy 
Mother.”  If  we  love  and  honor  God,  we  must  love  and 
honor  His  bride — the  church.  I do  deeply  love  my  moth- 
er church,  and  being  one  of  her  ministerial  sons,  am  priv- 
ileged to-day  to  honor  her  with  some  personal  expressions 
of  my  high  regard,  since  I esteem  this  church  above 
all  others. 

I find  myself  frequently  referring  to  my  old  home  church 
as  my  ideal  church,  always  praising  the  religious  habits  of 
her  people;  faithful  in  church  attendance  and  the  observ- 
ance of  her  ordinances,  her  doctrinal  adherence  and  high 
standard  of  morality  which  shuts  out  the  haunts  of  vice 
from  the  community,  and  I trust  will  never  permit  any  to 
enter. 

I rarely  ever  address  a Sabbath  School  without  com- 
mending the  methods  and  usefulness  of  the  one  I attended 
in  my  youth. 

In  organizing  Christian  Endeavor  Societies,  I tell  them 
of  the  young  convert’s  meetings,  where  my  devotional  gifts 
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were  developed,  and  my  public  Christian  activities  began. 
In  trying  to  arouse  missionary  enthusiasm  I speak  of  what 
this  church  does,  and  strive  to  impart  some  of  the  impres- 
sions made  upon  my  life  in  my  early  days  by  your  expres- 
sions of  interest,  and  not  the  least  permanent  in  my  mem- 
ory is  the  jingling  of  that  old  Sabbath  School  box,  as  it 
always  gathered  for  home  or  foreign  missions. 

Yes,  my  heart  always  clings  to  my  home  church,  where 
Dominie  Pitcher  baptiezd  me  in  infancy;  received  me  into 
the  communion  on  confession  of  faith  in  Christ;  helped 
me  prepare  for  college,  and  after  much  careful  training  gave 
me  to  the  care  of  this  Classis  to  study  for  the  Christian 
ministry. 

To-day  we  all  rejoice  in  the  glorious  history  of  our 
mother  church;  we  have  great  reason  to  rejoice  because 
of  the  help  and  cheer  she  has  been  to  us  and  others,  and  the 
growth  she  has  attained  for  herself. 

She  has  an  exceptional  history;  very  few  churches  of 
like  possibilities  have  equaled  her  success,  steadily  rising 
in  her  splendor  through  half  a century,  she  shines  out 
grandly  on  this  anniversary  day.  But  shall  this  be  the 
crowning  event  of  her  life,  as  though  she  had  reached  the 
zenith  of  her  light  and  power?  No!  If  my  words  can 
at  this  time,  make  but  one  impression,  let  it  be  this,  that 
still  greater  heights  are  yet  to  be  reached;  never  be  content 
to  rest  on  the  glory  of  the  past,  but  continue  to  add  to  the 
attractiveness  and  strength  of  our  beloved  Zion;  for  the 
grandeur  and  usefulness  of  a church  is  increased  by  the 
development  of  the  spiritual  life  of  her  individual  members. 

We  are  to  go  on  unto  perfection  and  forsake  the  old 
Romanistic  aim  of  living  just  so  as  to  be  permitted  to  barely 
enter  Heaven’s  gates.  There  shall  be  different  degrees  in 
the  resurrection  as  “one  star  differs  from  another  star  in 
glory,”  hence  we  should  not  be  guided  by  the  unworthy 
words  and  deeds  of  other  Christians,  but  look  only  to  the 
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best  example,  “Jesus,  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith,” 
and  continually  “press  toward  the  mark  of  the  prize  of  the 
high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,”  during  this  life,  and 
be  bidden  to  “come  up  higher”  in  the  hereafter. 

This  has  been  a very  pleasant  anniversary  day.  It 
has  brought  together  many  good  old  friends.  Yet  the 
faces  of  many  are  missed.  It  leads  us  to>  hope  for  that 
happy  reunion  in  the  anniversary  gathering  of  our  Master’s 
church  above,  when  none  of  his  faithful  helpers  shall  be 
missed,  but  where  they  all  shall  meet  again  with  most  joy- 
ous greetings  to  spend  eternity  in  one  blissful  communion. 

The  Rev.  George  W.  Scarlet  gave  an  able  and  forceful 
address,  a copy  of  which  we  have  failed  to  secure.  He 
spoke  of  his  early  impressions  in  the  Sunday  School  and 
acknowledged  gratefully  the  kindness  and  interest  mani- 
fested towards  him  by  the  officers  of  the  church. 

At  the  close  of  these  addresses  the  choir  sang  an 
anthem  entitled,  “O  Sing  Unto  the  Lord.” 

Congratulations  and  good  wishes  by  mail  from  the  fol- 
lowing were  extended  by  the  pastor:  Rev.  William 

Stockton  Cranmer,  Somerville,  N.  J.;  Rev.  J.  A.  Mets, 
Somerville,  N.  J.;  Rev.  John  F.  Mesick,  D.  D.,  York,  Pa.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Veghte  and  Miss  Sarah  E.  Veghte, 
Watervliet,  N.  Y. ; Rev.  Samuel  Streng,  East  Stroudsburg, 
Pa. 

The  pastor  also  read  the  following  poem  written  for 
the  occasion,  by  one  who  supplied  the  pulpit  previous  to 
the  present  pastorate: 
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Poem  Q-  Mets. 

For  full  ten  lustrums  has  the  faithful  sun 
Again  his  splendid  course  unwearied  run, 

Since  first  God  granted  you  the  special  grace 
To  worship  in  this  consecrated  place. 

Here  in  this  nook  remote  from  all  the  strife 
And  din  that  fill  the  great  world’s  restless  life, 

Yours  and  your  father’s  feet  have  faithfully  trod 
The  path  of  peace  in  service  of  your  God. 

What  countless  prayers  have  risen  to  the  Throne 
Within  these  walls,  whose  answers,  though  not  known 
To  those  that  prayed,  may  yet  in  wondrous  power 
On  your  descendants  their  rich  blessings  shower. 

Here,  too,  has  risen  oft  the  melody 
Of  soulful  voices  in  rich  psalmody, 

Whose  harmonies  all  else  that  mortals  hear 
Excel  and  reach  Jehovah’s  list’ning  ear. 

And  here  how  oft  has  come  the  mighty  force 
Divine  of  grace,  that  instant  changed  the  course 
Of  some  neglectful  life  and  made  it  move 
Henceforth  exulting  in  redeeming  love. 

How  oft,  too,  the  faithful  herald’s  voice 
Has  here  made  wearied,  burdened  souls  rejoice 
To  know  that  all  of  human  sin  and  shame 
Was  borne  by  Him  of  the  all-glorious  name. 

In  this  to-day  your  thankful  hearts  exult; 

For  this  you  render  to  high  Heaven  the  cult 
Of  grateful  souls,  while  you  sincerely  own, 

As  source  of  all  here  done,  your  God  alone. 
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In  all  the  coming  years  that  yet  remain, 

Still  richer  harvests  may  your  labors  gain; 

May  from  that  sacred  desk  the  voice  ne’er  cease 
That  shall  proclaim  the  coming  Prince  of  Peace. 

Till  He  shall  come  with  endless  sway  to  reign, 
And  lift  from  earth  fore’er  its  curse  and  stain; 
Then  may  your  eyes  with  fearless  rapture  see 
The  matchless  splendors  of  His  majesty! 
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better  from  Dr.  Mesieft. 

236  East  Market  street,  York,  Pa. 

Friday,  May  18th,  1900. 

Rev.  Isaac  Sperling-. 

My  Dear  Brother — Thanks  for  your  remembrance  of 
me,  and  your  invitation  to  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the 
Reformed  Church  of  South  Branch  on  the  29th  inst.  The 
distance  forbids  my  presence,  but  I shall  be  with  you  in 
spirit.  I am  surprised  at  the  age  of  your  church,  it  al- 
ways seemed  to  me  more  recent.  May  the  Great  Head  of 
the  church  be  with  you,  and  bestow  a blessing  so  great  that 
there  will  not  be  room  to  receive  it. 

Yours  fraternally, 

JOHN  F.  MESICK. 

better  from  Mr. 

May  24th,  1900. 

Rev.  Isaac  Sperling. 

Dear  Sir — Your  letter  of  invitation  from  the  consistory 
to  attend  the  semi-centennial  celebration  of  our  church,  is 
received.  I am  very  sorry  I am  obliged  to  decline  accept- 
ing it.  I am  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  first  con- 
sistory, and  should  enjoy  being  with  you  all,  but  lack  of 
strength  forbids  it.  On  the  26th  of  this  month  I shall 
celebrate  my  eighty-fifth  birthday.  It  has  saddened  me 
to  hear  from  time  to  time,  that  the  number  of  my  old 
friends  at  South  Branch,  was  gradually  growing  less,  and 
before  many  years  we  all  shall  have  passed  beyond, — I hope 
to  the  better  world, — where  there  shall  be  no  more  parting. 
I am  always  pleased  to  hear  good  news  from  my  home 
church,  and  wish  it  greater  prosperity.  I shall  be  with 
you  in  the  spirit  on  the  29th.  Yours  truly, 

JOHN  VEGHTE, 

1231  Nineteenth  street,  Watervliet,  N.  Y. 
*Mr.  Veghte  died  in  September,  1900. 
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bgitf  from  Miss 

May  25,  1900. 

Rev.  Isaac  Sperling. 

Dear  Sir — My  mother,  Mrs.  John  Veghte,  and  I send 
greetings  to  the  South  Branch  church  on  the  anniversary 
of  its  fiftieth  birthday,  and  regret  our  inability  to  be  pres- 
ent at  its  celebration. 

The  memory  of  those  quiet,  peaceful  Sabbaths,  when 
all  met  to  worship  within  its  walls,  is  precious  to  us,  and  on 
them  we  love  to  linger.  We  hope  there  will  be  a grand 
rallying  around  the  old  church,  and  that  God  will  bless  it 
with  a great  ingathering  of  precious  souls. 

Yours  sincerely, 

SARAH  E.  VEGHTE. 

1241  Nineteenth  street,  Watervliet,  N.  Y. 


from  1^90.  §amuel  §fr£r\|.* 

East  Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  May  25,  1900. 

Dear  Domine — As  one  of  the  sons-in-law  of  the  church 
I voice  my  congratulations  and  best  wishes  to  you  all  in 
the  language  of  the  133d  Psalm,  which  please  read  to  your 
people. 

The  happy  harmony  herein  described  has  been,  mark- 
edly, the  experience  of  this  church  during  the  years  past, 
and  I hope  it  may  be  increasingly  so  in  the  years  to  come. 

Your  friend, 

SAMUEL  STRENG. 


*Died  October  3rd,  1900. 
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It  seemed  most  fitting  that  the  closing  words  of  this  de- 
lightful celebration  should  be  spoken  by  one  representing 
the  highest  judicatory  of  our  denomination,  not  only,  but 
one  who,  with  his  people,  stands  as  a near  neighbor,  and 
among  the  best  and  kindest  of  friends  to  the  South  Branch 
church.  The  Rev.  William  H.  DeHart,  D.  D.,  Stated 
Clerk  of  General  Synod  and  pastor  of  the  Third  Reformed 
Church  of  Raritan. 


^Address  ffye  William  {t.  De  {tart,  D.  D. 

You,  as  a church,  have  reason  for  our  congratulations 
to-day,  and  heartily  do  we  give  them.  The  years  which 
have  made  up  the  half  century  have  been  successful  years. 
Your  condition  at  present  is  a strong  one.  With  a beau- 
tiful and  comfortable  building;  with  pastor  and  people 
united  and  working  in  harmony,  your  lot  is  certainly  a 
happy  one. 

But  the  past  has  gone.  The  half  century’s  work  is 
finished.  You  cannot  recall  any  of  the  days  or  oppor- 
tunities and  make  their  record  more  glorious.  The  pres- 
ent is  passing.  This  glad  day  will  soon  be  finished.  The 
future  is  before  you.  With  the  experience  of  the  years 
gone  by  and  with  the  enthusiasm  kindled  by  the  exercises 
of  this  anniversary,  make  the  future  as  fruitful,  even  more 
fruitful,  of  results  than  the  past. 

Allow  me  to  impress  upon  you  a single  thought.  You 
are  to  strive  after  a deeper  spiritual  life  for  yourselves; 
you  are  to  do  what  you  can  to  win  souls  for  the  Master 
right  here;  but  bear  in  mind  that  you  are  to  come  to  your 
comfortable  house  of  worship,  and  use  all  the  religious  ad- 
vantages you  possess,  not  for  yourselves  only.  You  are 
a part  of  the  great  host  of  God’s  people.  To  you,  as  to  the 
rest  of  the  followers  of  Christ,  comes  His  command:  “Go 

ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  crea- 
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ture.”  Never  more  forcibly  than  now  does  this  command 
come  to  every  Christian.  The  world  is  open  to  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel.  Laborers  in  large  numbers  are  already 
in  the  field.  Thousands  more  are  either  ready  or  prepar- 
ing for  the  work.  The  call  comes  from  them : “Send  us.” 
Missions  have  met  with  great  success.  They  are  meet- 
ing with  great  success  now.  The  man  must  be  blind  or 
bereft  of  reason  who  can  deny  their  power  among  the  na- 
tions. God  is  working  wondrously  among  the  peoples. 
Great  things  are  to  be  accomplished  for  the  Lord  and  His 
kingdom  during  the  coming  century.  You  have  done 
well  in  the  past.  Do  not  become  weary  in  well  doing. 
While  striving  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  yourselves  and 
those  around  you,  do  not  fail  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
great  army  of  the  Lord  as  it  moves  forward  to  conquer  the 
world  for  our  Great  Captain. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  DeHart’s  address,  the  con- 
gregation arose  and  united  in  singing  hymn  770,  and  the 
Rev.  William  E.  Davis,  of  Lebanon,  pronounced  the  bene- 
diction. 
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